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our report from the fabulous Golden Diggers, 
this time in the ARCNet edition.  The ARCNet 
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A current 
resident of San 
Antonio is on the 
front cover, 
former UN 
ambassador 
Sichan Siv.  
Please see page 
19 for the Eagle 
Luncheon details.  
Another great 
cover by Grace 
Newton! 

Editor’s Notebook 
   Please join with me in celebrating two of our 
top writers:  Mike Huebner, and Karen Wallace.  
For over two years now, Mike has submitted 
the absolute best historical descriptions of our 
military history.  Mike has brought us not only 
the who’s and what’s, but the why’s and the 
therefore’s. 
 

   In the past two years Mike has covered the 
Punitive Expedition into Mexico, and serialized 
the American Revolution, the Centennial of our 
participation in WWI, and captured the essence 
of 75 Years Ago: WWII.  Month after month, 
the action is synchronized to the current month 
of the Eagle.  What you read in the Eagle, 
happened, either 75, 100, or 240 years ago, to 
the month. 
 

   Karen has continued one of The Eagle 
beloved features, that being resident profiles.  
Over the past two years we’ve been introduced 
to a Resident who witnessed a distant atomic 
bomb explosion, another who joked around 
with Hollywood star Mickey Rooney, and who 
described the secret gardens of the ARC. 
 

   What happens when someone participates 
in, witnesses, and survives what historians call 
the largest and most decisive naval battle in 
modern times?  Especially the violent inferno of 
surface naval combat.  There are two fellow 
Residents who fit that description.  Karen 
writes of Dan and Sherry Mendel, and Bill and 
Gloria, and we are introduced to couples who 
have been married over 70 years.  People who 
trusted their own judgment and committed their 
lives accordingly.  Their lives may have been 
filled with uncertainty, but they seemed always 
certain of themselves. 
 
It is a privilege to be the Editor.  – Kevin Scott 
 

The Eagle is the monthly newsletter of the Army 
Residence Community, created by volunteer Residents 
and Staff.  There is a monthly paper edition, a longer 
and full-color online edition (The ARCNet Eagle), and 
a short, often weekly email edition (The Eagle Extra).  
It is a committee of the Residents Council.  The editor 
is Kevin Scott, at 210-646-5820, mail slot #304 in the 
Mail Room, or kmbjscott@satx.rr.com.  He welcomes 
inquiries regarding content and distribution. 

mailto:kmbjscott@satx.rr.com
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BIRTHDAYS AND PASSINGS  
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
02 M. J. Thompson 
04 Bruce Creller 
04 Vernon Peterson 
04 Virginia Sherrill 
06 Richard Crane 
06 Charlotte Phillips 
07 Patricia Spencer 
07 Terumi Ballantyne 
08 Thomas Jackson 
08 Roy Lockley 
08 Marie Becker 
08 Art Nanos 
08 Victoria Summy 
09 Betty McSwain 
09 John Stokes 
11 Dorothy Crancer 
11 Ralph Dresser 
13 William (Mike) Cassidy 
14 Anne Kautz 
14 Jim Turley 
14 Loretta Zimmerman 
15 David Duttweiler 
16 Janelle Tye 
17 Terrie Grace 
17 Dot Nanos 
18 Dorothy Paul 
18 Eugene Allen 
18 Anne Jones 
19 Beverly Goodlett 
19 Karen Crumal 
20 Mary Dee 
21 Doris Hill 
22 Elizabeth Peterson 
23 Joyce Bishop 
23 David Garber 
23 Mort Bregman 
23 Barbara Hanna 
23 Nancy Herbert 
24 Bob Houlahan 
24 Edie Notbohm 
24 Joseph Webb 
25 Barbara Maloy 
26 Lilley Herr 
26 Jan Johnson 
27 Claudia Burnfield 
27 Jane Mashburn 
30 Charlet Long Little 
 
BEGINNING OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
02 Jo Compton 

05 Frances Weller 
06 Helen Pohly 
07 Kay Templin 
07 Helen Shackelford  
 

PASSINGS SINCE LAST ISSUE 
COL George Westover  July 28 
COL Robert Metcalf   July 28 
LTC Jesse Kelsey   July 29 
COL Esther McNeil   July 30 
Mrs. Evelyn Osterndorf  August 6 
Mrs. Dora Cash   August 18 
Mrs. Fran Robbins   August 20 
Mrs. Dolores Clapsaddle  August 20 
Mrs. Marian Hugos   August 21 
Dr. Cesar Lopez   August 21 
Mrs. Margaret “Joanne”Hall August 27 
 

 
 

   The official date of the founding of the US 
Air Force is 18 September 1947.  It was a 
momentous event that over six decades later 
has demonstrated the achievement of an Air 
Force second-to-none, yet the Air Force's 
history and heritage goes back a lot further. 
 

   From the time that the US military purchased 
its first aircraft in 1909 up to 1947, the US Air 
Force did not exist as a separate and 
independent military service organization. It 
went through a series of designations: 
Aeronautical Section, Signal Corps (1909); 
Aviation Section, Signal Corps (1914); United 
States Army Air Service (1918); United States 
Army Air Corps (1926), United States Army Air 
Forces (1941). 
 

   On Tuesday, 18 September, at 11:30 AM, a 
Birthday Cake will be presented in the Front 
Lobby.  At 1:30 PM, Lakeside Theater, the film 
Strategic Air Command will be shown.  At 7 PM 
in the Auditorium, the San Antonio Marching 
Band will present a musical tribute. 
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A Conversation with the CEO 

KS:  Last month you commented on Management’s 
evaluation of the system for the updating of cottages 
and apartments every 7-10 years. 

SF:  Yes.  While not entirely finalized yet, we 
have met and mapped out a strategy to 
“refresh” a certain number of apartments and 
cottages annually based on a “tenured” 
approach.  It includes input from each 
individual or couple to specify the extent of the 
refresh along with which properties, which 
Residents occupying the property, and the 
schedule of completing the work.  The bottom 
line is we are focused on maintaining our 
residences in top notch condition and meeting 
resident expectations.  Frankly, we are blessed 
to have so many residents who have lived in 
their current home many times over the 7 year 
mark. 

KS:  Most of the properties on campus have been 
reroofed now with a metal roof, from the insurance 
settlement after the April 2016 hailstorm.  Is there any 
news regarding the solar panels on the High-Rise 
which had been heating water, which were also 
damaged? 

SF:  The majority of the roofing work has been 
completed and the ARC team did a great job 
with the insurance settlement on the hail 
damage claim. Former acting CEO David 
Fulbright deserves the kudos here for the fine 
work he did in pursuing a fair settlement.  The 
final settlement is still in legal proceedings and 
we hope to finalize it favorably in the near 
future.   We are also currently evaluating the 
solar panels on the roof of the high rise, which I 
understand are no longer serviceable or 
functional, for the best next steps to take. 

KS:  What’s been the experience with the updated 
floorplans for legacy cottages? 

SF:  There’s been a positive reaction in terms 
of interest and sales.  Much like the saying, “If 
you build it, they will come.”  Seriously, our 
Marketing and Unit Turnover teams have done 
a good job of coming up with fresh concepts to 
appeal to Residents’ tastes and needs.  The 
open kitchen concept and modern look has 

been very well received by both current and 
prospective residents and is also of good 
quality workmanship by the contractors and our 
internal crews.  We have several of these 
renovations in process as the results have 
been very positive for these enhanced 
floorplans, so it’s a concept which we’ll 
continue or expand to offer a wider range of 
options within the legacy cottages. 

KS:  Don’t you get tired from the number of meetings 
you participate in? 

SF:  No, quite the opposite.  It’s energizing 
because the meetings are educational and 
very helpful.  Reviewing our performance or 
any current issues with groups or individuals is 
like a driver checking the dashboard, or a pilot 
checking the instrument panel.  That’s why I 
encourage floor and street representatives to 
invite me or our Directors to their meetings.  It 
has been a very productive time well spent. 

KS:  Are there any general observations you’d like to 
share? 

SF:  I’d like to mention a recurring theme, and 
that is the generosity and sense of community 
our Residents have.   

Last week on a Friday morning I accompanied 
General Becker to a work site.  There were 
about a dozen Residents assembling wooden 
frames and landings which will be installed to 
give home-bound wheelchair persons safe 
access to the outside.  It’s called the Texas 
Ramp Project, and in Northeast San Antonio, 
General Becker was one of the driving forces 
several years ago to get it started. 

What I understood from this visit was that there 
are several supporting, or interlocking pieces to 
this project.  There’s a central office which 
determines the need and priority of work.  
There’s an engineer who surveys the home 
where the ramp is going to be installed.  A safe 
plan is designed, which then is translated into a 
materials requirement, which our Residents 
help construct.  A volunteer crew installs the 
ramp at the person’s home.  I’m impressed 
with the complexity of the program, and more 
so of the results they’ve achieved over the 
years.  (Please see photo on page 5, top.) 
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Foreground right:  Ken Erickson places a center support board in a modular 4-foot 
by 10-foot landing which will become part of a complete wheelchair ramp, giving a 
home-bound wheelchair person greater access to the outside. At left:  Steve Fuller, 
Stainton Smith, and Quinn Becker survey the action.  Background right:  Jim Klar 
works with a power screwdriver at an assembly table. 

KS:  Are there any other examples you’d like to 
mention about generosity and a sense of 
community? 

I’d like to mention Colonel Allen and Lynn 
Hoppe, for their support in bringing another 
fabulous concert event here, Ken Slavin and 
Company, the evening of August 23rd.  The 
Auditorium had an exciting atmosphere created 
by great musicians and a singer who has 
performed in New York City at the Manhattan 
Room.  Much thanks to the Hoppe’s for their 
generosity and spirit. 

I’m proud to note that Colonel Harley Hartung 
donated the cost of outfitting the Activity Room 
at Lakeside Villas with an audio-visual 
equipment arrangement, essentially making 
that multi-purpose room also a home theater.  
He did that to honor the memory of his wife, 
Martha.  The grand opening of the mini-theater 
is Thursday, 30 August at 3:30 pm. 

Another example was the very generous 
anonymous gift to beautify the pond area just 
off the main dining room.  The donors saw an 
opportunity to show their sense of community 
by leading the way for this campus 
improvement, to be enjoyed by everyone once 
completed in October. 

I’m also happy to 
point out how the 
monthly Eagle 
Luncheons you 
arrange create a 
sense of 
community.  There 
was a luncheon on 
my first official day 
here, on May 15th, 
and I’ve attended 
three since.  The 
speaker for 
September is a 
legend, former UN 
ambassador 
Sichan Siv.  I know 
many Residents 
look forward to 
these events.  I 
certainly do, and it 

showcases our community well. 

Changing topics slightly, I’m glad to see in the 
Eagle Extra a mention of registering to vote.  
This is very important.  Twenty-five years ago, 
Texas began raising revenue for school 
districts using what was called the “Robin Hood 
Plan.”  Essentially property tax revenue from 
property-wealthy school districts was taken and 
distributed to “poorer” districts, to make 
financing of all school districts more equal.   

There is a variation of this precedent in the 
Texas Legislature for increasing the funding of 
Medicaid by taxing continuing care retirement 
communities, which would create a significant 
expense for us if passed into law.  This is the 
so-called “Granny Tax,” which had bi-partisan 
support during the last session in the 
Legislature, including our own representative.  
One of the first things we should do to become 
successfully engaged in this discussion is for 
our Residents to be registered to vote.  Our 
elected officials are much more likely to listen 
to us if we are registered voters. 

Elsewhere in this issue is information about 
registering to vote, updating your registration 
with an address change, or requesting a mail-
in ballot.  My thanks to the Resident volunteers 
who offer assistance in this regard. 
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Activities Coordinator for 
Healthcare:  Nina Brown 

Aloha!  What’s the background 
for the Hawaiian theme? 

NB:  Aloha!  I was an Air Force 
brat, grew up all over, but San 
Antonio became our family’s 
home base.  Then I moved to 
Hawaii and lived there over 30 
years, first on Oahu, and then on 
the big island where I had a 
landscaping business.  Later it 
was time to move back to be with 
family.  Not a sad decision if you no longer look 
great on the beach in a bikini.  I came back and 
I’ve worked here for 13 years. 

What sort of activities do you arrange? 

NB:  Our activities have several levels, since 
there are physical or health limitations.  There’s 
entertainment, there’s humor, music, pet visits, 
a good opportunity for socialization, and a 
sense of celebration.  It sounds like fun and 
games, and it is, and there are also arts and 
crafts to encourage hand memory.  There’s a 
monthly program, which is repeated with 
variety, and great seasonal events which go 

with Christmas and Easter.  
I’d like to mention Colonel 
Duane Solley has been both 
an outstanding Santa and 
Easter Bunny (center).  His 
gestures communicate 
humor as well as the Spurs’ 
Coyote.  Another great 
seasonal contribution is Ann 
Hilton’s The Twelve Days of 
Texas Christmas.  We will 
have professional groups or 
individual singers and 
musicians, such as Bernie 
Martini and Johnny Gross, 
and Resident groups such as 
the Seniors of Note. 

What’s the role of ARC 
Angels? 

NB:  Years ago, Resident 
Emmaline Koisch founded  
ARC Angels to have greater 

contact between Residents in Health Care and 
in Independent Living.  The ARC Angels foster 
a sense of community, and the individual 
personal interaction benefits both the volunteer 
and the Health Care Resident.   

The ARC Angels are essential.  They help with 
escorting Residents who are in wheelchairs to 
events on campus.  There’s bingo once a 
week.  There’s Music and Memory once a 
week.  And six days a week, in the afternoons, 
there’s room to room visits with a juice cart.  In 
all these activities, I’d like to emphasize the 
social interaction.  Serving juice is secondary 
to the pleasant conversation which the 
Resident and ARC Angel have.  They’re not 
food servers bringing juice to a Resident, but 
Residents sharing time together as friends. 

If the ARC Angels expand their current role, 
take on more tasks, I would hope it would be to 
expand the Music and Memory program to as 
often as six days a week.  It’s that helpful. 

What is your current work schedule? 

NB:  My schedule runs from Thursdays through 
Mondays, so I am here Saturday and Sunday. 

Mahalo!  And Aloha! 

Each month begins with a music program, a recognition of birthdays, and a 
celebration theme with plenty of light-hearted humor.  From left to right:  Nina 
Brown, Carole Toth, Guy Huskerson, Marjorie Johnson, and Jane Mashburn.  
Background:  DJ Carlos Barrera.  Photo by Grace Newton is also on Facebook. 
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ARC LIBRARY 
   The Raffaeli Room 
   Library Committee 
   JoAnne Kroll, Chairman 
   Glenna Solley, Co-Chairman 
   Annette Gohlke, Scheduler 

NEW FICTION REGULAR PRINT 
 Clock Dance, Anne Tyler 

   The Other Woman, Daniel Silva    

   The Last Time I Lied, Riley Sager 

   Fruit of the Drunken Tree,  

      Ingrid Rojas Contreras 

NEW FICTION LARGE PRINT 
   The Other Woman, Daniel Silva 

   Truth or Dare, Fern Michaels 

   In Dreams Forgotten, Tracie Peterson 

NEW NON- FICTION 
   The Great Revolt, Salena Zito    POL 

   Speaker Jim Wright, J. Brooks Flippen   B 

   The Russia Hoax, Gregg Jarrett   POL 

   Liars, Leakers, & Liberals,  

      Judge Jeanine Pirro   POL  

DONATION NON-FICTION 

   Pope John Paul Il, Tad Szulc   B 

   Lost Moon, Jim Lovell   H 

   Roadside Geology of Texas, 
      Darwin Spearing   TEX 
   Leave No Man Behind, Garnett Bell   MIL VN 
   Thomas Paine, Craig Nelson   B 
   Pathfinder, Tom Chaffin   B 
   Dutch – a memoir of Ronald Reagan,  
      Edmund Morris   B 
   Honor before Glory,  
      Scott McGaugh    MIL WWII 
   Atlas of Anatomy, H.F. Ullmann   MED 
   Chasing Hillary, Amy Chozick   POL 
   Mayo Clinic on Better Hearing and Balance, 
      Mayo Clinic    HEA 

DONATION AUDIO 

  The Wrong Side of Goodbye, 

 Michael Connelly 

DONATION FICTION 
   Paradox, Catherine Coulter 

   The President is Missing, James Patterson & 

      Bill Clinton 

DONATION DVD 

   Dead Man 
 The Mikado 

   Dirty Harry 
   Trail of Tears 
   The Pacific 
   A Million Ways to Die in the West 

COFFEE TABLE 
  The Mighty Aztecs, Gene S Stuart 

    Essential Michelangelo, Kristen Bradbury 
    The Helga Pictures, Andrew Wyeth 
    The Sistine Chapel, Abradale Press 

PLAN AHEAD – OCTOBER NEW BOOKS  

   Holy Ghost, John Sandford 

   Killing the SS, Bill O’Reilly 

   Unsheltered, Barbara Kingsolver 

   Residue, Michael McGarrity 

   The Reckoning, John Grisham 

   Dark Sacred Night, Michael Connelly 

EXTRA ATTRACTION 
 Come view our Native American display. 

 (Courtesy of Jo Compton) 
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Fall Golf Tournament Scheduled 

The ARC Fall Golf Scramble is on Tuesday, 
October 23, 2018. The event is at the 
Windcrest Golf Club. 

Rain Date if needed is Monday, October 29th. 

Registration: 1 - 15 October (watch for sign-up 
sheets). Please contact Michelle in the Fitness 
Center to obtain a registration form or contact 
any of the Golf Committee Members:  John 
Hamilton, Phil Mallory, Randy Perkins, Dick 
Rushmore, Dick Toth. 

Format: Four-person teams playing a 
Scramble. Teams will consist of A/B/C/D 
players (remember the distribution of players 
and handicaps is not an ‘exact science’ since 
many players will not have an established 
handicap). 

Tees: Play for men under 80 will be from the 
White tees, Gold tees for men 80 and over, 
and Red tees for ladies. 

Event Schedule: Players are requested to sign 
in between 07:30 and 08:30. We will gather at 
the #1 Tee Box at 08:40 for a group photo and 
a review of the Rules of Play. Players will go to 
their assigned holes and the shotgun start 
begins at 09:00. Immediately after play has 
finished we will gather in the Club House for 
lunch. 

Tournament Fee: $29.00 per person walking 
and $34.00 per person with a golf cart. This fee 
includes the golf and the lunch. Non-Golfing 
Volunteers and ARC Golf Fans are invited to 
eat lunch for $9.00 (please use a sign-up sheet 
so we know how many to expect and to 
authorize payment via your house account). 

If you want/need more 
information about 
playing, volunteering, 
or just coming out to 
socialize at the course, 
please contact one of 
the Golf Committee 
Members. 

Wednesday, 26 September, is  
National Voter Registration Day. 

But Why Wait until Then? 

On Wednesday, 26 September, two Bexar County 
Election judges, fellow Residents Ron Jenkins and 
Kevin Scott, will be available from 9 AM to Noon in 
the Card Room of the High-Rise to assist you in 
registering to vote, updating your voter registration, 
answering questions, and showing you how to 
request a mail-in ballot.  Dates to remember: 
Register to Vote in the General Election:  Anytime 
between now and Tuesday, October 9th. 
Early Voting for the General Election:  Monday, 
October 22nd to Friday, November 2nd. 
General Election Day:  Tuesday, November 6th. 

DO YOU NEED A HOME VISIT FOR HELP 
WITH VOTER REGISTRATION? 

These Residents are available now to come to your 
residence with voter registration materials and to 
assist you in registering. This service is available at 
any residence in the community. Please contact 
any of these certified Deputy Voter Registrars. 

Susan Sabino 
Phone:  210-414-1593 
email: sabinosusan@gmail.com 

Meg Luken 
Phone:  210-658-8066 
email:  megluken@gmail.com 

Mary Beth Ziegler-Stokes 
Phone:  970-389-8411 
email:  mbziegler@earthlink.net 

Andrea Martin 
Phone:  210-646-5887 
email:  andreajmartin43@gmail.com 

Why Wait Until Then?  Register or update now! 
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The New Game in Town:  Pinocle 
Mondays, 1 p.m., in the Card Room 

 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

THE ARC KIWANIS CLUB PRESENTS AUTHOR 
LEWIS F. FISHER ON WEDNESDAY, 12 

SEPTEMBER AT 1200, IN THE SKY LOUNGE 
Please contact Barbara Conrad, 210-967-6096 

 
Celebrated San Antonio historian and author  

Lewis F. Fisher has been a newspaper reporter and 
observed San Antonio for 40 years.  He has written 

45 books about its Spanish background, its American 
history and people, and much more. 

FREE GENEALOGY CLASSES TO BE OFFERED 
The ARC Genealogy Interest Group is sponsoring 
training sessions open to all residents. The initial 
session will be held on Tuesday September 25th 

from 10 am to 12 noon in the high-rise Conference 
Room and space will be limited. 

The classes will be conducted by Kathy Leubner, an 
experienced genealogy instructor. Topics covered 
will be: local and internet sources and resources; 
the U.S. Census; immigration and naturalization; 

military records; and other topics. 

Bible Study Fellowship Women’s Study 

Discovery Party 

End of Summer Lemonade and Cookies 

Thursday, September 6th 1:00pm 

Private Dining room 
All women of the ARC are invited to a discovery party where 

you can ask questions, and meet the Teaching leaders, 
Discussion leaders and Class members who enjoy studying 

together on Thursday afternoons at the Lakeside. Class begins 
on Thursday, September 13th at 1:15pm. (Walk-ins welcome)  

Call Chris Moberly, 210-465-9583 or Sue Bushey 225-718-3049   

 

Line Dancing on Sunday afternoons returns in 
September!  Please see the sign-up sheet on the 

Activities Board. 

 
Presentation on Thursday, 13 September, 10 AM 

Auditorium.  Changes in Tax rules, personal finance 
and investment strategies, and much more! 

Friday, 14 September, 10:30 a.m. in the Auditorium.  
Friday Singers of the First Presbyterian Church. 

 
Lakeside Clinic Providers are Updated Monthly 

 
 

Please check with the Provider you made the 
appointment with.  Resident Services keeps track of 
Providers scheduled, but not of appointments.  When 
you make an appointment, please double check the 

location of the appointment, either the Provider’s San 
Antonio office, of at the Lakeside Clinic office. 

Thank You. 
  

ACTIVE AGING WEEK 
Thursday, 27 

September, 3 to 4 PM, 
Auditorium, Michele 

gives Foxtrot and Waltz 
lesson.  Come at 2:30 
PM for the slow dance 

warm up! 
 Saturday Evening, 29 September, Auditorium 

“Speakeasy” Karaoke 
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Wartime and Assignments did not 
Slow Down Romance 

by Karen Wallace 

Foreword:  Our fellow Residents are often ordinary 
people with extraordinary experiences.  Two 
Residents personify this adage: Dan Mendel and 
Bill Wakeland, both veterans of the Battle of Leyte 
Gulf (23 – 26 October 1944).  This battle was 
described in Bill Wakeland’s comprehensive 
articles last year, in the September, October, and 
November 2017 issues of the ARCNet Eagle.  Now, 
after a brief mention to remind ourselves of the 
action, we’ll set the battle aside and just follow the 
lives which connected and continued:  Bill and 
Gloria Wakeland, and Dan and Sherry Mendel. 

A view from the South Dakota.  Hit by bombs from a 

land-based Japanese bomber, the Princeton's fire 

becomes out of control.  To the right of the Princeton, 

and also heavily damaged with hundreds killed from 

the resulting explosion, is the cruiser Birmingham. 

On Day Two of the Battle, the action pitted an 
American fleet against a Japanese task force and 
Japanese land-based bombers.  Aboard the 
battleship USS South Dakota, Bill Wakeland saw 
the nearby aircraft carrier USS Princeton hit by 
bombs, burn uncontrollably, and sink with great 
loss of life.  Bill read all the fleet dispatches, 
including the one from Nimitz to Halsey with 
succinct sarcasm about Halsey leaving a weaker 
task force unprotected.  Afterwards, Bill applied for, 
and was accepted into flight school to become a 
naval aviator.  His decisive nature and superb 
physical condition are still noticeable. 

On Day Three of the Battle, Dan Mendel was a 
signalman on the bridge of the destroyer USS 
Heermann.  The Japanese Task Force had 
surprised the Americans and threatened to destroy 
the fleet supporting our Philippine landing.  Two 
destroyers (including the Heermann) and two 
destroyer escorts attacked the Japanese with 
suicidal resolve.   

Only Dan’s ship survived.  Perhaps confused by this 
audacious tactic, the Japanese admiral may have 
assumed it was an attempt to lure his fleet further 
into a trap.  He ordered his fleet to reverse course 
and withdraw.  The deed was done, the American 
return to the Philippines was saved, and the gallant 
action Dan was part of that day has been considered 
the U.S. Navy’s finest hour.  A little over 40 days 
later, Dan was on leave in San Antonio, marrying 
Sherry Kelly, a young lady he had corresponded with 
for over a year. [Editor] 

   The naval adventures of Dan Mendel and Bill 
Wakeland began at Alcee Fortier High School in 
New Orleans during the Depression and the 
beginning of World War II.  These men were 
schoolmates but unknown to one another.  Both 
served in the Navy and on different ships at the 
Battle of Leyte Gulf. Their paths crossed again 
when each man along with his spouse came to 
live at the ARC. 

   Both men began careers in the Navy and saw 
battle in the South Pacific, but they didn’t follow 
the same path.  Upon graduation from high 
school, Bill first attended Tulane, then received 
and accepted a nomination to Annapolis.  After 
graduation and commissioning in 1943, Bill was 
assigned to the battleship USS South Dakota in 
the Pacific. 

   Aboard the South Dakota, now Lt (j.g.) Bill 
Wakeland was assigned as assistant navigator, 
his battle station being Junior Officer of the 
Deck.  That assignment and his job as assistant 
Navigator kept him on or close to the bridge at 
all time.  His role in was to be part of the bridge 
group during battle stations and to read the 

The Heermann and the other three small ships 
attacked and laid screening smoke to hide the 
overmatched American ships.  It got within a mile of 
a Japanese battleship before launching torpedoes, 
causing the battleship to reverse engines.  The 
Heermann was heavily damaged but did not sink. 
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many dispatches for help between Admiral 
Kinkaid, the landing support known as Taffy 1, 
2, and 3, and Admiral Halsey. This horrendous 
part of the battle was between a much weaker 
American Navy with poor communications and 
a strong Japanese Navy. 

   In late 1944, after the Battle of Leyte Gulf, Bill 
was ordered to flight training; first to Ottumwa, 
Iowa, and then to Corpus Christi where he was 
designated Naval Aviator.  It was in Corpus 

Christi that Bill met his bride-to-be, the lovely 
Gloria Suba from Galena Park, TX, on a blind 
date.   Gloria had attended Texas Women’s 
University and studied library science.  On 
completion of testing done by the government, 
she had positions in libraries in Roswell and 
then Corpus Christi.   

Gloria was one of several girls who worked in 
the area and lived in a large house which had 
apartments for these girls.  These young ladies 

had a lively 
social life thanks 
to the cadets 
passing through 
the area doing 
their flight 
training.   

   It was on a 
blind double date 
to a honky-tonk 
that they met, 
and Bill informed 
her that he was 
going to marry 
her.  A comment 
met sarcasm!  
After pilot 
training Bill was 

After the battle, in 1945 in Corpus Christi, Bill was a lieutenant (junior grade) attending flight school to earn his naval 

aviator’s wings.  Gloria was a now a librarian after having graduated from Texas Women’s University. 

Gloria and Bill, about 70 years after the first spark of romance in Corpus Christi. 
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deployed to the Mediterranean for six months.  
His letters and gifts during that time convinced 
her that marriage to him would be a good 
choice.  Bill was right, and they have enjoyed 72 
years together. 

   Gloria and Bill are parents of four children.   
Only one time was Bill deployed without her.  
Instead of feeling sorry for herself, she 
accepted the fact that she and the other Navy 
wives were in the same boat.  The Navy spirit 
reduced the hardships.  Gloria “married the 
Navy,” knew the life; and accepted what came 
her way.  The Navy wives were very supportive 
of one another. 

   Gloria was not a wife to waste her time. 
Besides raising four children, she worked as a 
librarian in different venues: public schools and 
libraries.  This little lady is a reader of books.  
Yes, she likes the feel of a book in her hands.  
She reads different genres.  At one time she 
was a golfer, but no longer.   

   For almost 15 years Bill studied and worked 
in engineering: aeronautical-engineering, 
electrical.  Upon his military retirement he 
became a student in electrical engineering and 

received his PhD 
at Houston 
University.  He 
taught at Trinity for 
ten years, then 
completed his 
career as Head of 
the Electrical 
Engineering 
Department at 
Lamar University. 

   Bill and Gloria 
returned to San 
Antonio and built a 
house in Royal 
Ridge.  Previous 
health issues led 
them to relocate to 
the ARC in 2000. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
   Dan’s career began differently.  By December 
7, 1941 Dan had enough credits earned to 
graduate from high school.  His aunt elected to 
stand in for him and received his diploma.  

College was put on hold.  Dan enlisted in the 
Navy December 15, 1941, the beginning of a 
30-year career.

During the events at Leyte Gulf Dan Mendel
was stationed aboard the USS Heermann as a 
signalman.  During the Battle of Samar Island 
(Taffy 3), his battle station was on the starboard 
side of the bridge assigned as a lookout; he was 
to look for enemy ships and planes, and alert the 
ship’s Captain of any sightings.  After the pilot 
house was hit and damaged, he assisted the 
medics as needed, giving first aid to the 
wounded, and carrying away the dead.  The 
sailors on his ship also joined in the rescue of 
the survivors from the aircraft carrier St. Lo.  
Sharks proved to be a problem in those efforts! 

Charlotte (Sherry) Mendel met her future 
husband through her brother, Clayton Kelly.  
Dan and Clayton were shipmates on the 
destroyer, the USS McFarland, and were given 
a thirty-day survivor’s leave after their ship was 
damaged at Guadalcanal.  The couple enjoyed 
a skating rink date on Saturday and church on 
Sunday before the men returned to San 
Francisco for reassignment.  They wrote and 
answered letters for eighteen months, then 

Lean and straight as a guidon 

staff, Bill escorts Gloria to the 

Healthcare wing for a Navy 

birthday event. 

Dan and Sherry Mendel.  Sherry's brother, Clayton, 
was a shipmate of Dan’s, first aboard the destroyer 
McFarland.  About 40 days after the Battle off Samar, 
Dan is in San Antonio, where he married Sherry. 
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married within four 
days of his return, in 
December 1944.  (at 

left).  Dan and Sherry 
have been married 
for 74 years and are 
parents of a 
daughter. 

   At the end of the 
war Dan was eligible 
for early discharge.  
He decided to extend 
his enlistment since 
Sherry was expecting 
a baby.  Due to the 
guidance and 
encouragement from 
his division officers, 

Dan studied and advanced to the top of his rate 
(Chief Petty Officer).  While serving at the Naval 
Attaché’s office, in Oslo, Norway, his boss, a 
communications officer, advised him to seek a 
commission.  Dan took her advice which led to 
retirement as a lieutenant commander after 30 
years of service. 

   Sherry was too 
young to work for the 
government.  
Instead, she worked 
part-time after 
school at the 
Western Union 
telegraph office 
located in the 
Guenter Hotel until 
she graduated from 
Brackenridge High 
School. 

   Sherry enjoyed Navy life, even after 27 
moves.  She was a stay-at-home mom for 
fourteen years.  She returned to the workforce 
as a proofreader (Black Hawk manual) for 
Sikorsky Helicopter Co.; later followed by civil 
service work at Adak, Alaska, Guam, D.C. (the 
Census Bureau), and Florida.  Usually a tour of 
duty was a two-year assignment.  With so 
many moves, concurrent travel made for a 
special family time.  Each move meant making 
new friendships and renewing old.  Sherry 

remembers, “The number of moves didn’t 
matter, as long as we were together.” 
   Following his retirement at Pensacola, 
Florida, Dan and Sherry built their “dream 
home” at Canyon Lake.  They found there was 
not enough activity, so they moved back to San 
Antonio.  Both earned real estate licenses and 
worked in that field.  Finally, Dan decided to 
take his delayed college education off “hold.”  
The couple entered college together at 
Southwest Texas.  Dan graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in industrial technology, 
followed by a master’s degree in education and 
guidance.  At Churchill High School he taught 
architectural drafting for 10 years and finished 
his career as a substitute teacher at various 
local high schools. 

   Sherry graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
art.  Her first interview at St. Mary’s Hall had 
already been filled, however she was offered, 
and she accepted, a temporary position working 
with the second grade Reading Specialist.  Her 
“temporary” job lasted 14 years, and she retired 
when she was 70. 

   Dan and Sherry (at 

left) lived in Crown 
Ridge.  They watched 
the ARC being built, 
and when vision 
problems began for 
Dan, it was time to 
move to the ARC.  
Sherry was extremely 
active as an ARC 
resident.  Now she is 
slowing down.  In their 
early retirement they 
enjoyed traveling.  At 
96 and 92 years 

respectively, this is still a couple to be 
reckoned with. 

   Sherry loved being a Navy wife.  She 
continues to appreciate the support, friendships, 
sympathy, love, and camaraderie between the 
wives and all the factors that Navy life 
encompasses. 

Dan recalls, “When we moved to the ARC in 
1996, Gloria Matheny in Marketing said we were 
the first Navy couple.  The ARC was then 
celebrating its tenth anniversary.”  
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The Straw at St. Saens 

In Northern France outside Le Harve on the coast 

Lies an apple orchard – it has nothing to boast 

France greeted us with gray clouds scudding  

The drizzling rain and cold kept us huddling 

The orchard looked like the devil’s rest 

We pitched our tents – we did our best 

Six inches of mud covered the ground  

There was only straw to be found 

We carried each straw from the farmer’s stacks 

Sprinkled under our tents it warmed our backs 

It shielded our bodies from that six inch crud 

And kept us away from that awful mud 

We felt secure in our warm comfy place 

The straw was our only saving grace 

We were sound asleep when we jumped with a flinch 

Hearing the Sergeant’s voice we moved, more than an inch 

They waited until midnight to do their cruel sanction 

Only God knows why there was no compassion 

We wiped our sleepy eyes not believing 

Why us, we whined, but there was no relieving 

I carried my muddy straw back to the stack 

I grumbled, I cursed, I didn’t want to take it back 

How the farmer used it has always caused me to wonder 

I have always thought it was one great bellicose blunder 

To the tent I went back, now without a lawn 

And crawled into my sack, muddy boots still on 

I let out a small whimper and a wee peep 

Swearing and cussing I fell squishy asleep 

Maybe there was some good after all 

It toughened our hides to the future call 

So here is to France and its miserable mud 

It portended the future - Ugh! 

A WW II Poem by Charles Rowe Stout, A-345, 87th Inf Div 

Copyright December 6, 2003 

Chuck and his outfit are now moving forward, 

hurrying to their their date with destiny.  Their 

arrival in France is after D-Day.  Weeks later the 

Americans built staging areas near Le Havre 

and named them after cigarettes, such as Camp 

Lucky Strike. 
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ART WALL ARTIST OF THE MONTH 
Mrs. Eldora Criswell’s family paintings 

   The month’s artist shows us how she 
transferred an interest in art from one 
generation to the next, and the next.  She 
shared the storybook she made, showing how 
she went from crayons to sketches, and 
beyond.  Her children and grandchildren 
enthusiastically received this artistic legacy.  
Eldora’s artwork, and theirs, will be placed for 
viewing using a video monitor which will 
automatically advance to the next work of art.  
Now, here is Eldora’s story of a child’s 
fascination with art becoming a lifetime talent 
and avocation.  

The Very Beginning 

My very first efforts 
weren’t too promising.  I 
was probably two at the 
time I decided to add to 
the artist’s version of 
Simple Simon (at left), 
among other illustrations 
in my first nursery rhyme 
book. 

As I grew older and enjoyed playing with paper 
dolls, I used to draw clothes for them. 

Later I also drew a  
comic strip for myself 
only.  This featured a  
young girl who had many adventures.  I  
may have copied some of her adventures 
from some of my favorite comics. 

My inspiration for drawing may 
have been influenced by my 
Aunt Ruth who was a very 
talented portrait painter.  At left 
is a drawing she did of me 
when I was about three or four.  

The first drawing that I still 
have is one I did of my mother 
before I was married, and living 
in Mankato, Minnesota.  The 
reason I still have it is because 
I wrote a letter to her on the 
back of the picture and she 
saved it.  I wrote that I had 
copied it from a small 
photograph I had of her. 
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PAINTING CLASSES WITH INSTRUCTOR MAREN 
PHILLIPS IN SEPTEMBER! 
Professional artist and instructor Maren will return to 
begin a 7-week course starting on Thursday, September 
20th. Classes will meet weekly from 12:30pm to 3:30pm 
in the Activities room.  Beginners to experience artists 
are welcome! Sign-up and get details on the Activities 
bulletin board.   
 
MENS & LADIES BSF GROUPS RESUME IN SEPTEMBER 
AT LAKESIDE LANDING 
The Ladies Bible Study Fellowship group will resume the 
Thursday meetings on September 13th starting at 
1:15pm.  The study will focus on “People of the Land: 
Joshua to Solomon”. Contact Chris Moberley 210-287-
2209 or Sue Bushey 225-718-3049 to attend.  
 
The Men’s Bible Study Fellowship group will resume 
their Tuesday meetings on September 11th at 1:15pm.  
The class this year is:  People of the Promised Land Part 
1.  Contact Matt Brockway at (210) 646-5877.  
 
BUNKO, ANYONE?   
A new Bunko group is forming to start meeting in 
October.  If you’re interested in being a part of the 
group, contact Barbara Mullin at (210) 474-0522. 
 
CONTRACT BRIDGE REFRESHER COURSE 
A Contract Bridge Refresher Class of ninety (90) minutes 
per session will commence at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 12th for 12 weeks (skipping Thanksgiving).  
The location will be in the Card Room on the 3rd floor of 
the High Rise.  Room size limits the number of class 
participants to 20, with a minimum of eight (8) to start 
the course. 
To enroll, enter your name on the “Sign-Up” sheet, 
located on the Bridge Bulletin Board, call Ron Jenkins at 
210-651-5003 or e-mail arby0056@aol.com. 
Need a partner?  Find one in class.  Need confidence?  
We review the basics and have lots of practices and a 
quiz or two. 
The course “Primer” focuses on the Charles Goren’s 
point count system.  We review the basics of sorting 
and counting, how to make an opening bid and respond 
positively and accurately.  We will cover the most basic 
“Conventions”, which are used internationally, to find 
compatible and or matching hands that enable partners 
to bid on to game level or even a Slam, in a suit or in a 
No-Trump contract. 
Participants should bring a 3-ring binder with lined note 
paper and a writing instrument to take notes.  
Numerous “Hand-Outs” to illustrate various hands and 
concepts that can be “filed” in your note book. 

Having an email address might come in handy, if you 
happen to miss a class: the notes or H/O’s can be sent 
to you individually.  Contact Ron Jenkins, 210-651-5003 

 
JOIN THE ARC WEIGHT WATCHERS 
GROUP! 
The group meets weekly on Mondays 
at 8:30 a.m.  On the first Monday of 
the month we meet in the Resident’s 
Lounge.  The rest of the month we 

meet in the Activities Room.  You can join anytime!  It’s 
fun, it’s easy and you’ll make lots of friends in the 
group.  Questions?  Contact Jane Winzeler in Activities 
at (210) 646-5305 for more information.   

 
TUESDAY MORNING COFFEE 
DOCUMENTARY SCHEDULE 
Every Tuesday at 9:30am in the 
Activities Room.  Coffee & pastries 
provided.   

  

9/4/18 – “Cambodia: The Killing Fields during the Pol 
Pot Regime” videos introduced by Resident Kevin Scott.   
 

9/11/18 – CNN Tribute “America Remembers: The 
Events of September 11 and America’s Response” (1 
hr. 50 min.)  At 8:46 a.m. on September 11, 2001, a 
hijacked passenger jet crashed into the World Trade 
Center, bringing America face-to-face with 
unimaginable tragedy, and unprecedented courage.  
This is a comprehensive minute-by-minute account of 
the events of 9/11 as they developed.   
 
9/18/18 – History Channel documentary “Battle 
History of the U.S. Airforce: Struggling into the Air/ 
Wings Across the World” Part One (50 min.)  U.S. Air 
Force Birthday September 18th! 
 
9/25/18 - History Channel documentary “Battle History 
of the U.S. Airforce: Struggling into the Air/ Wings 
Across the World” Part Two (50 min.)   
 

GET YOUR ACTIVITIES CALENDAR! 
Stop by the Activities office by the photo wall down the 
hall from the High Rise mail room and pick up a copy of 
this month’s Activities Calendar and the Lakeside 
Theater movie schedule. Can’t stop by?  Call Jane 
Winzeler at ext. 5305 to have one dropped into your 
mailbox. 
 

ARC EXCURSIONS (Sign-up on the Activities bulletin 
board.) 
 

Tuesday 4TH - Lunch at “Dee Willie’s BBQ” with the 
Luncheonaires.  Bus will leave the ARC at 11:00 a.m.  
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Thursday 6th  -  SAS Shoes General Store Shopping Trip.  
Bus will leave the ARC at 9:30 a.m. 

Monday 10th  – Lunch at “Antler’s Cafe” with the 
Luncheonaires  (Springbranch, Texas).  Bus will leave 
the ARC at 11:00 a.m. 

Friday 14th – SAGA Light Show at San Fernando 
Cathedral (downtown).  Bus will leave at 8:15 p.m. 

Saturday 15th  –– “A Streetcar Named Desire” at 
Sheldon Vexler Theatre.  Bus leaves the ARC at 7:00 
p.m. 

Monday 17th   – Lunch at “Southleigh” with the 
Luncheonaires  (at The Pearl).  Bus will leave the ARC at 
11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday 18th  – San Marcos Prime Outlets Shopping 
Trip.   Bus will leave the ARC at 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 19th – Dinner Night Out at “Rebel’s” at St. 
Anthony Hotel (downtown).  Bus will leave at 4:30 p.m. 

Friday 21st – S.A. Symphony “The Greats: Watts 
Returns for Grieg” at Tobin Center.  Bus will leave at 
7:00 p.m. 

Monday 24th  -  Lunch at “La Frite Belgian Bistro” (in 
Southtown/ King William district)  with the 
Luncheonaires.  Bus leaves the ARC at 11:00 a.m. 

Friday 28th   - “Ballet Folklorico” at the Lila Cockrell 
Theatre.  Bus leaves the ARC at 6:30 p.m. 

 
IN-HOUSE ACTIVITIES 

 
Tuesday 11th – Eagle 
Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Auditorium.  A meal designed 
by the ARC Executive Chef, 
and a renowned personality 
from our own community or 

the San Antonio area.  $8 charge to your meal account.  
Reservations required.  Please see Page 19 for details.   
 
Wednesday 12th – Kiwanis Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. in 
the Sky Lounge.  San Antonio author Lewis Fisher and 
historical storyteller of San Antonio is the speaker.  
Please contact Barbara McKinley, 210-967-6096. 
 
Thursday 13th – Broadway Bank Tax Presentation at 
10:00 a.m. in Auditorium.  Great presentation on the 
tax rules taking effect this year, and personal 
investment and finance strategies.  Kelly A. Colotla, 
Senior Vice President, is the speaker. 
 

Friday 14th – First Presbyterian Church “Friday Singers” 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Auditorium.  One of the top music 
ministry groups in the San Antonio Metro Area. 

 
Monday 17th –9 a.m. in the Sky Lounge.  Residents’ 
Council Meeting.  Our Executive Committee, the CEO, 
Representatives and Committee chairs.  This is not an 
‘open mike’ event.  Agenda and time controlled. 

Tuesday 18th   - HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY U.S. AIRFORCE! 
11:30 a.m. – Complimentary 
birthday cake in the Front 
Lobby courtesy of Resident 
Services. 

1:30 p.m. Lakeside Theater Matinee, “Strategic Air 
Command.” 
7:00 p.m. – S.A. Marching Band in the Auditorium. 

 
Friday 21st  - ARC OKTOBERFEST 
PARTY AT 5:00 P.M.  Brought to you 
by the Resident Special Events 
Committee.  Great authentic German 
buffet, live music by Renee & The 
Happy Travelers and more. Sign-up on 

Activities bulletin board.   
 
September 24th – 28th:  ACTIVE AGING WEEK with 
Fitness Coordinator Michelle Pacheco.  Special fitness 
activities all week!  Check with Michelle in the Fitness 
Center for details! 
 
September 25th:  Genealogy Group, 10 a.m. to 12 
Noon, Conference Room, special guest presentation by 
genealogist Kathy Leubner.  Please sign up at the 
Activities Board. 

 
Saturday 29th: “Speak Easy” Karaoke at 
6:30 p.m. in the Auditorium.  Sponsored 
by John & Angela Smith.  Great opening 
act and fantastic song archive! 
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Friday, September 7th 
– “The Killing Fields.”
(1984)  Won Oscars
for:  Best Supporting
Actor, Best
Cinematography, Best
Film Editing.
Run time:  2 hrs, 21
minutes.

The Killing Fields are sites 
in Cambodia where more 
than a million people 
were killed and buried by 
the Khmer Rouge regime, 
during its rule of the 
country from 1975 to 
1979. 

Friday September 14th 
- “Mountain Top”
(2017) 1:30 p.m. / 1 hr. 
42 min./ A lawyer-
turned-preacher
living in a small
Appalachian town is
pursued by an
eccentric man to
represent him in
court. Now involved
in a case that ties into 
his own small-town
life, the former
attorney agrees to
help a man. – from
imdb.

Tuesday, September 
18th – “STRATEGIC 
AIR COMMAND” 
(1955) 1 hr. 52 min. 
Thinking that his 
fighting days are 
over, Robert 
"Dutch" Holland 
(James Stewart) had 
become a 
successful third 
baseman for the St. 
Louis Cardinals, 
only to be recalled 
into the newly-
formed Strategic Air 
Command. –from 
imdb. 

Friday September 21st 
- “SOMETHING’S
GOTTA GIVE” (2003)
1:30 p.m./ 2 hrs.10
min. / Rated PG-13
Jack Nicholson, Diane
Keaton.  A romantic
comedy.  Good
performance also by
Keanu Reeves.

Saturday 22nd – 
“HACHI: A DOG’S 
TALE” (2009)  
1 hr., 30 min.  
Rated G.  
Professor 
(Richard Gere) 
finds an 
abandoned dog, 
brings him home.  
This film will tug 
on the heart 
strings. 

Wednesday 26th - 
DINNER & MOVIE 
featuring “BOOK 
CLUB” (2018) 1 hr. 45 
min./ Rated PG-13.  
Dinner at 5:00 p.m./ 
Movie at 6:15 p.m. 

On Friday 28th – “BOOK 
CLUB” repeats as the 
afternoon matinee.  
Movie showtime is 1:30 
PM. 

For all Movies, please 
sign up at the Movie 
Board to indicate you’re 
planning on attending. 
ank you!
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September Eagle Luncheon Speaker 
is Ambassador Sichan Siv 

   All Residents are invited to a luncheon on 
Tuesday, 11 September, 11:30 AM to 1 PM, in 
the Auditorium. The speaker is Ambassador 
Sichan Siv, the U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council from 2001 
to 2006.   

   Ambassador Siv has the most fascinating life 
story.  In 1976 he escaped from Cambodia 
during the time the Khmer Rouge took over the 
country and began killing all possible opposition 
to their rule.  For your reference, on Friday, 7 
September, the afternoon movie at Lakeside 
Theater will be The Killing Fields, a docudrama 
about this tragedy in Cambodia. 

   Thirteen years after Amb. Siv jumped from a 
lumber truck and ran into the jungle, and then 
across the border into Thailand, he was working 
in the White House, as an advisor to President H. 
W. Bush.  Thirteen years!  This is a person who
knows how to take advantage of opportunity, and
to create opportunity.  He was a delegate to the
2016 Republican National Convention and gave
a press conference which is recorded here.  (The
link is to an archive in the State Department.):
https://2009-2017-fpc.state.gov/260313.htm

   Many of us travel.  If we met someone who 
asked us if we knew Sichan Siv, a former U.S.  
Ambassador to the U.N., and fellow San 
Antonian since 2006, who volunteers with the 
San Antonio Police Department, is active in the 
Senior Squadron of the San Antonio Civil Air 
Patrol, serves as an Honorary Commander of the 
433rd Airlift Wing, and tours the local sights with 

a motorcycle, we would 
be glad to say yes.   

   If you have a copy of 
his autobiography, the 
2088 bestseller, Golden 
Bones: An 
Extraordinary Journey 
from Hell in Cambodia 
to a New Life in 
America, please bring 
it.  He has told me he 
would be glad to 
autograph it.   

   I should make you aware of some background. 
Amb. Siv is 70 years old.  He is tall, at least six 
foot, and very lean.  He speaks English, French, 
Spanish, German, Cambodian and Japanese.  
Since coming to the U.S. over 40 years ago, he 
has picked apples, worked in fast food 
restaurants, been a New York City taxi driver, 
been a graduate student at Columbia University 
(International Relations), and had a job in a Wall 
Street investment firm.  He worked on George H. 
W. Bush’s 1988 presidential campaign, and from
that became an advisor in the White House.

   He has a pilot’s license and rides a motorcycle. 
His wife passed away in December 2016.  At the 
University of Texas School of Information, there 
is a study lounge for Ph.D, students dedicated in 
her memory, Martha Patillo Siv.  I understand he 
was originally a Buddhist but has converted to 
Christianity and is a Presbyterian.   

   Executive Chef Julian Flores will present 
another superb meal.  It begins with Mixed Green 
Salad with Cherry Tomatoes, Berries, Red 
Onions and Raspberry Vinaigrette, followed by 
an entrée of Sundried Tomato Meatloaf with 
Garlic Sauce, with sides of Pesto Mashed 
Potatoes and sautéed Dill Carrots, and for 
dessert, Chocolate Brownie Banana Pudding 
with Wafer, and Coffee, Iced Tea, and Water.  All 
for an $8 charge to your Resident Choice 
account.  There is no better deal, or meal. 

   Reservations are required and go quickly. 
Please make Reservations now, by contacting 
Kevin Scott at (210)-646-5820, or email 
kmbjscott@satx.rr.com. Thank you! 

mailto:kmbjscott@satx.rr.com
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ARCTOBERFEST 

Friday, 21 September 2018 

Get out your dancin' shoes, your lederhosen & 

dirndl's, and let’s have a party! 

We will again feature the famous and talented 

“HAPPY TRAVELERS” German Polka 

Band from New Braunfels to play a variety of 

dance music to include polka, line dancing and, 

of course, the chicken dance. 

Along with good music, there must always be 

good food and good beer.  This year a new 

menu will be offered which Achim assures us 

will be great.  Heinekin will be the featured 

beer. 

Parking may be limited at Lakeside. Round trip 
bus transportation from the hi-rise is 
recommended.  Transport for special needs 
travelers is provided by reservation. Contact 
the front desk (ext. 5300) by Thursday, 
September 20th to arrange special needs 
transportation. 

Residents will be charged their daily meal 
credit $13.00.  Adult guests will be charged 
$19.22. The price of admission includes two 
tickets entitling the holder to beer, wine or 
other beverage.  Bring green US dollar bills to 
buy extra drinks. 

  Sign-up sheets will be on bulletin 
boards. The sheets are used for estimating 
food, drink and seating.  If you sign up and 
don’t attend, you won’t be charged. 

   Forget to sign up?  You can still 
come!  No one will be turned away at the door 
because they did not sign up. 

ARC Resident Council  
Special Activities Committee 
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THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
“SOLDIERS OF THE KING” 

THE BRITISH ARMY IN AMERICA 
Part I: King George’s Professionals 

 

by Mike Huebner 
 

   [Editorial Note:  By the autumn of 1778, the 
war had entered a period of “watchful waiting.” 
Neither army seemed to have any definitive 
plans for further operations in the northern 
colonies, while the British had not yet begun 
execution of their new “southern strategy.”  
This pause gives us the opportunity to take a 
look at the British Army confronting the 
Americans.  After all, this was the army most 
familiar to George Washington, and the one he 
most wanted his Continental Army to emulate.] 
 

     Part of the enduring mythology of the 
Revolutionary War is an image of British 
soldiers in bright red coats, in parade 
ground formation, marching in closely 
aligned ranks, while America citizen 
soldiers, the so-called “Minutemen,” 
dressed in homespun and buckskin, lurk 
behind tree and fence line, decimating the 
British ranks with accurate, aimed fire from 
“Pennsylvania long rifles.”   
 

   There is an element of truth in that 
mythology:  there were battles that fit the 
image.  But such a picture distorts the 
reality of the war.  Most battles of the 
American Revolution were fought in 
conventional 18th century style, with the two 
armies maneuvering for advantage, facing 
each other in closed-ranked formations, 
firing by volley with smooth-bore muskets.  
Such tactics clearly favored the British. 
 

   And therein lies a dichotomy.  Was the 
British Army a blundering, inefficient, 
tradition-bound organization, embracing 
strategy and tactics totally unsuited to the 
geography of North America and the 
realities of unconventional, revolutionary 
warfare?  Or was it one of the finest 
professional military forces of its day, well-led, 
highly proficient, and tactically competent?  
Wherever the truth lies, the reality of victory 
and defeat was neither as simple nor as 
romantic as mythology would have it.   
 

   The British Army of the 18th century occupied 
a rather unusual place in British society.  
Unlike the Royal Navy, a “national” institution 
with an illustrious history and traditions, the 
Army was seen as a “necessary evil.”  Far too 
often, the professional standing army had been 
the tool of the Crown to oppress dissent and 
subjugate the populace.   
 

  While the common people could vicariously 
celebrate the Army’s victories in far-flung 
outposts of Empire, the mundane realities of 
military service in the British Isles – or 
unappreciated duty in distant lands – had little 
appeal to ordinary citizens.  This disconnect 
between the people and their Army 
engendered a unique ethos within the Army, 
one reflecting the stratification of British 
society. 
 

   The British officer corps 
was an obvious 
manifestation of that 
ethos.  Most officers came 
from the aristocracy and 
the landed gentry.  Some 
were sons of the clergy or 
sons of career military and 
naval officers.  While a 
few officers came from the 
families of middle class 
professionals, tradesmen, 
or yeoman farmers – and 
even fewer were ever 
promoted from the ranks – 
the officer corps was 
primarily identified with the 
upper classes of society.   
 

   The British officer (at 

left) was expected to be a 
“gentlemen,” with all that 
implied: a code of honor, 
adherence to one’s social 
class, a lifestyle 

commensurate with that social class, loyalty to 
Crown and Country, and a devotion to duty.  
With the exception of officers in the technical 
branches – artillery and engineers – there was 
little formal training in military science or the art 
of war.  “Intellectualism,” any overt display of 
academic pretensions, was seen as 
inappropriate.  Courage and “character” were 
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all that was deemed necessary to successfully 
lead men into battle. 
 

   By the mid-18th century, though, there was a 
new sense of professionalism within the British 
officer class.  Younger officers were showing 
interest in the military developments taking 
place in Europe and displaying some familiarity 
with the professional military literature 
coming out of France and Prussia.  Yet, 
compared to the more professionally 
trained officers in France and Prussia, 
the British officer corps was still tainted 
with aspects of military amateurism. 
 

   One factor detracting from the 
professionalism of the British officer 
corps was the continued practice of 
officers purchasing their commissions.  
This system allowed prospective officers 
to “buy” their initial commission, then 
“sell” that commission to purchase a 
commission at the next higher rank 
when a vacancy was available.  It was, 
in a way, a means to provide officers a 
retirement annuity; upon retirement, an 
officer could “sell” his final commission 
to an eligible officer, thus recouping his 
own purchases to date and pocketing – 
hopefully – a small lump-sum annuity for 
his own retirement. 
 

   The purchase system was a way to 
reduce the annual military estimates 
presented to Parliament, keeping officer 
pay as low as possible and minimizing 
retirement benefits.  It was also a way to 
ensure that “men-of-means” composed the 
officer corps, those with sufficient personal 
financial assets to pay for their commissions 
and maintain the lifestyle expected of His 
Majesty’s officers.  Of course, it also ensured 
that the officer corps was made up of men who 
had a vested interest in the stability of the 
government and the existing social order. 
 

   By the 18th century, though, the purchase 
system was wrought with corruption and 
inequalities.  Far too often, men of high social 
status and wealth, but few other qualifications, 
were able to buy a commission, some even 
purchasing senior rank as high as lieutenant 
colonel.  There was little or no regulation; 

purchase price was whatever the market would 
bear.  Commissions in some of the elite 
regiments could go for thousands of pounds.  
There were even stories of wealthy peers 
purchasing a commission in an elite regiment 
for their son – on the day of their son’s birth! 
 

   Such a system obviously favored the 
wealthy; men without personal 
means were unable to compete 
for promotion when vacancies 
opened up in a given regiment.  
Merit-based promotions were 
almost unknown.  Examples 
abound of lieutenants with twenty-
five years of service and fifty-year-
old captains, while the lieutenant 
colonel of the regiment might be 
nothing more than a military 
dilettante who had “bought” his 
rank.   
 
   Since the accession of the 
house of Hanover to the throne in 
1714, the British monarchs 
(George I, II, and III) had tried, 
without much success, to abolish 
or reform the purchase system.  
But resistance within Parliament, 
the aristocracy, and the Army 
thwarted their efforts.  In the end, 
the monarchs could do little more 
than try to curb the most blatant 
abuses via royal prerogatives. 

 

   The King, through the commander-in-chief of 
the Army, set official values for the purchase of 
a commission at each rank, and decreed that 
seniority within a regiment would determine 
eligibility to purchase a commission at the next 
highest rank when there was a vacancy.  Still, 
there were instances of under-the-table, 
above-regulation payments for commissions in 
elite regiments, and even bribes to eligible 
officers to turn down an opportunity to 
purchase the next higher rank so another 
officer could make the purchase.      
 
   The King retained authority over a significant 
number of commissions that could be awarded 
to deserving officers without purchase.  
Commissions left vacant due to death or 
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dismissal from the Army also reverted to the 
Crown to be awarded without purchase.  
Through these means, men from middle class 
families, as well as deserving enlisted men, 
had the opportunity to receive a commission.   
 

   Of course, non-purchase commissions could 
not subsequently be sold in order to buy a 
higher rank, so officers holding those positions 
were generally limited in advancement (unless 
another non-purchase commission opened up 
in the regiment).  And, without the possibility of 
accumulating a retirement annuity via the 
purchase system, those officers had little 
option but to remain on active 
duty or accept retirement at 
half-pay (which, given the 
relatively low pay of British 
Army officers, was not an 
attractive option). 
 

   Despite efforts to portray the 
officer corps as apolitical, 
politics had a great deal to do 
with Army promotions and 
assignments.  Political 
patronage and influence could 
determine who got 
commissions in the elite 
regiments and who was able 
to purchase commissions in 
the higher ranks.  Even the 
regulated purchase system 
could be manipulated by those 
with political connections. 
 

   Rank, key command 
assignments, and choice staff positions often 
went to officers with the ear of a government 
minister or members of Parliament.  Ironically, 
the Articles of War did not prohibit political 
activity by serving officers; during the 
Revolutionary War, 176 active duty Army 
officers held seats in Parliament at one time or 
another.   
 

   Given the politicization of the officer corps, 
the war in America might have posed a 
quandary.  While there is little evidence of 
overt hatred for Americans, most officers, 
imbued with obligation to King and Country, 
would have rejected the idea of rebellion 
against the Crown.    Even if they sympathized 

with American demands, few openly voiced 
opposition to the war or refused to serve with 
their regiment when ordered overseas.   
 

   A few officers did resign, and some 
requested reassignment rather than deploy 
with their regiment.  Whether that reflects 
conscientious opposition to the war or just 
avoidance of disagreeable overseas duty, it 
was not the norm.  And there were legitimate 
reasons for an officer to be absent from his 
deployed regiment: illness, personal leave for 
family obligations, staff assignments, recruiting 
duty, or official commitments outside the 

regiment.  Still, officers with political 
connections or influence could avoid 
overseas service if desired.   
 

   On the other hand, many officers 
actively sought service in the war 
zone.  Again, that may not reflect any 
specific views about the war, the 
Americans, or the American cause.  
For most, service with their regiment, 
wherever it was assigned, was just 
part of their duty. 
 

   Some sought combat duty as an 
opportunity to practice their chosen 
profession, as well as for professional 
recognition and promotion.  War 
meant casualties, and casualties 
meant officer vacancies that had to be 
filled.  And war meant an expanded 
army with the possibility of 
accelerated promotions. 
 

   The nature of the war in America did, 
however, present some frustration for many 
British officers.  The political aspects of the war 
complicated the military options: trying to 
suppress rebellion by force of arms while at the 
same time trying to restore political harmony 
with those seen as fellow Englishmen.  In 
effect, the war in America was as much a civil 
war as it was a revolutionary war.  But, despite 
those complications, most British officers 
carried out their duty, as they saw it, to the best 
of their ability. 
 

   [Next month – “Soldiers of the King,” The 
British Army in America – Part II: King 
George’s Redcoats]        
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WORLD WAR I CENTENNIAL 
ST. MIHIEL: SEPTEMBER 1918 
PERSHING’S VINDICATION? 

 

by Mike Huebner 
 

   [For more than a year, Pershing had 
adamantly rejected British and French 
demands for “amalgamation.”  At best, 
amalgamation would have meant American 
combat units serving under British and French 
commanders.  At worst, it would have meant 
American soldiers used merely as individual 
replacements in depleted British and French 
battalions.  Pershing insisted that American 
soldiers would fight as part of an American 
army under American commanders.  He had 
relented just a little during the German 
offensives in the spring and summer of 1918, 
allowing American regiments and even 
divisions to serve – temporarily – under Allied 
command, at Cantigny, Belleau Wood, 
Chateau-Thierry, and Soissons.  But now an 
American army, the First Army, was ready to 
take its place in the line.] 

 

   

Pershing (above) had activated First Army on 
24 July, officially assuming command of that 
Army on 10 August.  Some in the War 
Department feared he was taking on too much:  
commander of a field army about to go on the 
offensive and commander-in-chief of the A.E.F.   
 

   Secretary of War Newton Baker proposed to 
relieve Pershing of the logistical burden of the 

A.E.F., freeing him (Pershing) to concentrate 
on fighting the war.  Baker suggested the 
appointment of a senior officer to function as a 
sort of “co-commander,” responsible for all 
logistics in France.  The officer identified to fill 
that role was  Major General George W. 
Goethals, a Corps of Engineers officer famed 
as the  “builder” of the Panama Canal, then 
serving as the Army’s Quartermaster General. 
 

   Pershing, of course, rejected Baker’s 
proposal.  The man commanding the armies, 
he declared, must have full authority over 
everything related to those armies, including 
supply.  The idea of “co-commanders” would 
violate every military axiom regarding unity of 
command.  Baker accepted Pershing’s 
argument, and nothing more was said. 
 

  But Pershing did recognize problems within 
the existing Service of Supply.  The A.E.F. had 
grown so much, so fast, that the logistics 
infrastructure was hard-pressed to keep up.  
There were almost 1,200,000 American troops 
in France, and 250,000 more arriving each 
month.   

 

   Pershing turned to one of his most reliable 
officers – Major General James Harbord 
(above) – and tasked him to take over the 
Service of Supply, under Pershing’s overall 
command, of course.  Harbord had 
commanded the Marine Brigade at Belleau 
Wood and the entire 2nd Division at Soissons.  
He had been in command of the division for 
just a few weeks, and aspired to command a 
corps sometime in the near future.  But when 
Pershing “asked” him to take over the Service 
of Supply, he said yes. 
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   With that issue behind him, Pershing turned 
his attention to the first army-level offensive of 
the war to be planned and carried out by the 

U.S. Army.  In that effort he 
was assisted by a talented 
cadre of Leavenworth-trained 
general staff officers at First 
Army headquarters and at 
A.E.F. general headquarters. 
 

   Among the best of those 
staff college graduates were 
Colonel Fox Conner (at left), 
Colonel Hugh Drum (lower 

left), and Lieutenant Colonel 
George Marshall (upper right), 
a future Army Chief of Staff.  
Together, those officers and 
the staffs at the two 
headquarters put together 
the plans for the logistics, 
movement, and operational 

deployment of the corps and 
divisions assigned to First 
Army for the offensive.   
 
   Marshal Foch (at lower left), 
Supreme Allied Commander, 
had given the A.E.F. 
responsibility for reduction of 
the St. Mihiel salient, a 
triangular bulge into the Allied 
lines running from the 
northwest, near Verdun, to 
Pont-a-Mousson in the 
southwest, with the village of 
St. Mihiel at the apex.  
Pershing saw a potential 
opportunity there: a 
breakthrough at St. Mihiel 
would put First Army across 

the Moselle River, within striking distance of 
Me  tz, a key transportation hub for the entire 
German Army in southeastern France. 
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   Just as the plan for the operation was taking 
shape, Foch threw everything into turmoil.  He 
now wanted Pershing to send four to six 
divisions to join the French Army in a major 
offensive north of St. Mihiel, between the 
Meuse River and the Argonne Forest.  An 
additional eight to ten American divisions 
would be required for an even larger French 
and British offensive farther north.  St. Mihiel 
was no longer a priority. 
 

   Pershing was stunned.  Planning for the St. 
Mihiel offensive was already well advanced.  
Tens of thousands of men were already on the 
move to assembly points, thousands of tons of 
supplies had been stockpiled, hundreds of 
artillery pieces were being shifted to new firing 
positions, and dozens of temporary airfields 
had been built.  The new deployments 
proposed by Foch threatened the very concept 
of a separate American army.   
 

   At first, Pershing rejected Foch’s demands, 
refusing to cancel the offensive or the plans for 

a separate American Army.  After a rather 
heated argument between the two, Pershing 
offered a compromise: First Army would 
complete the reduction of the St. Mihiel salient, 
as planned, then participate – as a separate, 
distinct American Army – in the Meuse-
Argonne offensive.  Foch reluctantly agreed. 
 
   Now it was the staff officers who were 
stunned.  Not only did they have to plan and 
execute a major offensive, but then   
disengage from that battle, shift more than a 
half-million men some sixty miles to the north 
over three inadequate roads, reposition 
thousands of tons of supplies, all the artillery, 
vehicles, airplanes, horses, and the rest of the 
impedimenta of modern war, then go into 
another major battle.  And all this had to be 
done in two weeks!  It was a staff officer’s 
nightmare – but they pulled it off. 
 
   At 1:00 a.m. on 12 September, almost 3000 
guns opened up on the German positions.   
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Four hours later – at 5:00 a.m. – the troops left 
their trenches, following the “rolling barrage” 
across “no-man’s land.”  The Germans had 
been expecting an attack, and were beginning 
their withdrawal from the salient, but were still 
taken by surprise at the timing and magnitude 
of the offensive.   

   Major General Hunter Liggett’s I Corps (1st, 
42nd, and 89th Divisions) and Major General 
Joseph Dickman’s IV Corps (2nd, 5th, 82nd, and 
90th Divisions) advanced against the south face 
of the salient.  To the northwest, Major General 
George Cameron’s V Corps (4th and 26th 
Divisions, with attached French units) attacked 
the west face of the salient.  The French II 
Colonial Corps, attached to First Army for the 
operation, was given the honor of liberating the 
village of St. Mihiel at the apex of the salient. 

   Colonel Billy Mitchell, commander of the First 
Army Air Service, put 1,481 planes in the air on 
the first day of the offensive, the largest 
deployment of aircraft in the war to date.  
Although all the airplanes were of French and 
British manufacture, and many flown by French 
and British pilots, hundreds of American pilots 
had the opportunity to experience aerial 
warfare.  Fewer than 300 German planes came 
up to challenge Mitchell’s air armada. 

   The attacks across the entire salient 
went surprisingly easier than 
expected.  Some units found 
themselves at their first day’s 
objectives by early afternoon, and 
were ordered to keep going toward 
what had been assigned as 
subsequent days’ objectives.  Many 
German units had already withdrawn 
toward prepared positions at the base 
of the salient, and those that remained 
put up a limited resistance before 
retreating.   

   By the 13th, the St. Mihiel salient was 
almost completely cleared.  By the 
standards of most First World War 
battles, the casualties were relatively 
light; some 7,000 Americans were 

killed or wounded.  The Germans lost about 
17,000, most of whom were taken prisoner.  
Beginning as early as the 13th, Pershing was 
able to pull some units out of the battle to begin 
movement toward the Meuse-Argonne. 

  [Editorial Note: The St. Mihiel offensive was, 
in some ways, a “dress rehearsal” for the much 
larger and more complex Meuse-Argonne 
offensive that would begin just two weeks later.  
Pershing touted the success at St. Mihiel as a 
vindication of his theories of “open warfare,” 
suggesting that American “character,” 
marksmanship, and tactical flexibility had made 
victory possible. 

   A great many lessons were learned at St. 
Mihiel; unfortunately, a number of serious 
problems were masked by the euphoria of 
victory and the light resistance faced by the 
American troops.  The fact that the German 
Army was already withdrawing from the salient 
when the attack was launched contributed to 
this misplaced optimism. 

   Breakdowns in traffic control and 
communications, problems in infantry-artillery 
coordination, and logistical congestion behind 
the lines were all noted after the fact, but too 
little time was available to absorb those 
lessons and make corrections.  Those 
problems would come back to haunt Pershing 
and the A.E.F. in the Meuse-Argonne.] 
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WORLD WAR II: 75 YEARS AGO 
THE BATTLE FOR ITALY 

SALERNO: SEPTEMBER 1943 
 

by Mike Huebner 
 

   In mid-August, as the campaign in Sicily was 
drawing to a close, there were indications that 
Italy was on the verge of surrender.  Allied 
leaders, meeting in Quebec, had agreed that 
Operation OVERLORD, the cross-channel 
invasion of France, would be the main effort in 
1944.  But the British Chiefs of Staff continued 
to press for an invasion of southern Italy in 
1943.   
 
   With Italy out of the war, the British argued, 
Germany would be forced to abandon the 
peninsula entirely or commit additional 
divisions to keep the Allies from gaining a 
foothold on the continent of Europe – tying up 

combat forces that might be deployed to 
France.  With Italy in Allied hands, operations 
could be conducted against the Balkans 
(Churchill’s pet project) or southern France, 
either of which would indirectly benefit the 
cross-channel invasion.  And airfields in Italy 
could be useful for the strategic bombing 
campaign against Germany. 
 
   The American Chiefs were not fully 
convinced.  General Marshall continued to 
express his concerns – as he had since the 
Casablanca Conference – that a drawn-out 
campaign in Italy would become such a drain 
on resources that the build-up for OVERLORD 
might be delayed even more.   
 
   Even if Italy surrendered, was it likely that the 
Germans would abandon Rome and fall back 
into northern Italy – or abandon the peninsula 
entirely?  Was Rome a vital strategic objective, 
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worth the resources it might take to capture 
that city?  Or was it nothing more than a 
symbolic objective?  But Marshall and the 
American Chiefs finally agreed to go ahead 
with an invasion of Italy, with a provision that 
the British Chiefs would confirm their 
unambiguous commitment to OVERLORD in 
1944. 
 
   While these discussions were taking place, 
Italian emissaries were making clandestine 
contact with Allied officials to discuss 
surrender.  Some in Marshal Badoglio’s shaky 
government – fearing German retribution and 
hoping to avoid the stigma of surrender – 
offered to “switch sides” and enter into a 
military alliance with the Allies.  The Allies 
would have none of that: it would have to be 
“unconditional surrender” or nothing.   
 
   The Germans, anticipating that Italy was 
about to drop out of the war, had already 
moved additional troops into northern Italy and 
were prepared to disarm Italian forces and 
occupy the entire peninsula.  Field Marshal 
Albert Kesselring, commanding German forces 
in Italy, was convinced the Allies would invade 
somewhere in southern Italy.  Even if the Allies 
managed to secure a bridgehead, the 
mountainous terrain would favor the defender.  
The German Army could conduct a slow, 
deliberate withdrawal, forcing the Allies to fight 
for every ridge, river crossing, and village.   
 
   With surrender negotiations getting nowhere, 
the Combined Chiefs ordered General 
Eisenhower to advance the dates for the 
invasion, believing a show of force might 
convince the Italians of the futility of further 
delay. In addition, an invasion executed sooner 
than expected might secure key terrain and 
critical ports before the German Army could 
react. 
        
   Eisenhower’s plan called for General 
Montgomery’s British Eighth Army to cross 
from Sicily into Calabria on the toe of Italy 
(Operation BAYTOWN).  A few days later, Fifth 
U.S. Army, under Lieutenant General Mark 
Clark, would land at the Gulf of Salerno, just 
south of Naples (Operation AVALANCHE), with 
the objective of capturing the port of Naples 

before it could be destroyed.  Once the two 
armies linked up in the vicinity of Naples, they 
could advance up the peninsula the 140 miles 
to Rome. 
 
   Montgomery launched his assault across the 
Straits of Messina on 3 September, preceded 
by a massive barrage from four battleships and 
more than 600 artillery pieces.  The landings 
by the 1st Canadian and 5th British Divisions 
were almost unopposed.  In fact, a few 
disheartened Italian soldiers near the beach 
offered to help unload the landing craft! 
 
   The unexpected ease of the landings raised 
expectations that Eighth Army might be well on 
the way to Salerno before the Fifth Army 
landings took place.  That was not to be.  
German resistance was almost negligible, but 
German engineers efficiently mined and 
destroyed bridges, tunnels, viaducts, and 
culverts, slowing Montgomery’s advance to a 
crawl. 
 
   The Salerno landing forces were already at 
sea on 8 September when Eisenhower’s voice 
came over the ships’ loudspeakers, 
announcing Italy had surrendered.  Reaction 
among the troops was one of relief: the 
landings would be a “cake walk.”  A mood of 
complacency took hold, dulling the troops’ 
combat readiness. 
 
   Senior officers were not as optimistic.  
Instead of dispirited Italians waiting on the 
beaches, battle-hardened German veterans 
would likely be opposing the landings.  Officers 
tried to dampen the misplaced placidity: 
“Expect a hostile shore – go in shooting.” 
 
   The British component of Fifth Army, 
Lieutenant General Richard McCreery’s X 
Corps, landed in the northern sector of the 
Salerno beachhead at 3:30 a.m. on 9 
September, following a short 15-minute naval 
bombardment.  While the 46th and 56th 
Divisions managed to get ashore against 
minimal resistance, they had to repel 
determined counterattacks throughout the day.   
 
   By late afternoon, though, the British had 
captured the town and port of Salerno along 
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with the adjacent airfield, but were unable to 
secure the bridge over the Sele River, which 
separated the British sector from the American 
sector to the south.  Capture of that bridge was 
essential to link the two beachheads.   
 
   On the far left flank of X Corps, three 
battalions of U.S. Army Rangers, under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel William Darby, 
scaled the heights and captured the vital 
Chiunzi Pass.  From that 4000-foot summit, 
they could see Naples in the distance.  Their 
mission was to hold the pass, keeping open 
Highway 18, the main road to Naples, until the 
beachhead was secure and Fifth Army could 
advance to the north.  “We’ll stay here until hell 
freezes over if necessary,” Darby radioed to 
Clark. 
 
   Landings in the American sector of the 
beachhead did not go as well.  The 36th 
Infantry Division, composed mainly of men and 
units from the Texas National Guard without 
any combat experience, made up the first wave 
landing at 3:30 a.m.  The division commander, 
Major General Fred Walker, elected to forgo a 

pre-landing naval bombardment, hoping – 
somewhat unrealistically – to retain the 
element of surprise. 
 
   German resistance was much heavier than 
the British had faced in the north.  At 7:00 a.m., 
the Germans launched a major counterattack, 
backed by tanks.  Off-shore naval gunfire 
proved to be the difference, destroying or 
driving back the panzers.  By late afternoon, 
the beachhead was relatively secure, but the 
Germans continued to hold the high ground 
overlooking the beachheads.  And there was 
still no link-up with the British beachhead to the 
north. 
 
   Confusion ashore and fragmentary reports to 
the command ships off-shore led Clark to 
assume conditions on the beachhead were 
worse than they were.   VI Corps commander, 
Major General Ernest Dawley, had gone 
ashore at 10:00 a.m. to get a better feel for the 
situation and determine the appropriate time to 
bring the 45th Division, his “floating reserve,” 
into the beachhead. 
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Clark (above) went ashore the next morning to 
confer with Dawley and McCreery.  Their 
greatest concerns were the Rangers on the 
Chiunzi Pass, now subject to heavy 
counterattacks, and the failure to link the 
British and American sectors.  Clark ordered 
the first two regiments ashore from Major 
General Troy Middleton’s 45th Division to make 
that link-up across the Sele River. 

   Despite the build-up of Allied forces in the 
two beachheads, the Germans were 
reinforcing their positions even faster.  Another 
major German counterattack broke through the 
lines and came within two miles of the 
beaches.  Only the massed fire from two 
artillery battalions stopped the German drive. 

   The largest counterattacks came on the 13th.  
Clark, who had moved Fifth Army headquarters 
on shore to better coordinate the battle, now 
made contingency plans to evacuate his 
headquarters and, if necessary, re-embark the 
entire VI Corps.  Vice Admiral Kent Hewitt, 
commanding the naval task force, was 
appalled and told Clark such an evacuation, 
under fire, could be a disaster.  Nevertheless, 

Hewitt ordered his staff to make plans to carry 
out the evacuation if necessary.   

   With Eighth Army still more than 100 miles 
from the Salerno beachheads, little support 
could be expected from that quarter.  Clark 
sent an urgent message to Major General 
Matthew Ridgeway, commander of the 82nd 
Airborne Division: “I realize the time normally 
needed to prepare for a drop, but . . . I want 
you to make a drop within our lines on the 
beachhead and I want you to make it tonight.” 

   [Editorial Note: During the convoluted, 
frustrating negotiations with the Italians, an 
audacious plan had been conceived to drop 
the 82nd Airborne Division into Rome to seize 
vital airfields and key installations ahead of the 
Italian surrender.  Brigadier General Maxwell 
Taylor, the division artillery commander, and 
Colonel William Gardiner had been 
surreptitiously slipped into Rome to coordinate 
with Italian military officials.  But, realizing the 
Italian Army would be incapable of supporting 
the airborne drop, Taylor recommended calling 
off the operation.  The 82nd was ordered to 
“stand down” even as the troops were loading 
on the transports.] 

   The Salerno airborne drops went off as 
planned in the early morning hours of the 14th.  
Some 1,300 paratroopers of the 504th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment landed on the 
beachhead and were quickly trucked into the 
lines.  Another 2,100 men of the 505th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment jumped into the 
beachhead that night.  While their numbers 
were relatively small, their arrival gave a huge 
boost to the hard-pressed troops of VI Corps.  

   Over the next four days, the Allied situation 
steadily improved.  Additional reinforcements 
continued to arrive and, with Eighth Army now 
less than 50 miles away, the German Army 
began a pre-planned withdrawal to prepared 
defensive positions north of Naples. 

   With the official link-up of Fifth and Eighth 
Armies on 19 September, the Salerno 
beachhead was finally secure.  The Allies now 
had a foothold on the continent of Europe. 
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   [Editorial Note: Mark Clark’s initial exercise of 
command of an Army in combat was not 
without controversy.  While both Eisenhower 
and Alexander found Clark’s performance 
satisfactory, some of Clark’s command 
decisions were questioned.  Although his 
personal courage and leadership were never in 
doubt, there were always misgivings as to his 
temperament for high command.  But Clark 
would continue in command of Fifth Army until 
March 1945, when he succeeded Alexander as 
commander of 15th Army Group for the final 
few weeks of the war in Italy. 

   A “casualty” of the Salerno campaign was 
Ernest Dawley.  On one visit to the 
beachheads, Alexander found Dawley 
exceedingly nervous and unable to adequately 
explain the deployment of his forces.  With 
characteristic British understatement, 
Alexander reported that he was “most 
favorably unimpressed with Dawley.”  
Eisenhower, too, had come to the conclusion 
that Dawley had to go, but left it up to Clark to 

take action.  Dawley was finally relieved on 20 
September. 

   The role of Montgomery and Eighth Army in 
the Salerno campaign was also marked by 
controversy.  The arrival of Eighth Army had 
some impact on the German decision to 
withdraw, but that outcome had already been 
decided.  While the two Army commanders 
exchanged a number of properly worded, 
complimentary messages, Clark was privately 
incensed that BBC correspondents and Eighth 
Army publicists more than insinuated that the 
Eighth Army had to “rescue” the Fifth Army.   

   But even Montgomery’s chief of staff, Major 
General Francis (“Freddy”) de Guingand later 
admitted: “But now I doubt whether we 
influenced matters to any great extent.  
General Clark had everything under control 
before Eighth Army appeared on the scene.”  
Still, growing American resentment toward 
Montgomery and his self-promotion would 
color relations between the Allies for the 
duration of the war.] 
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Golden Diggers 

 

by Ann Blunt and Joan Howey 

 

   The Golden Diggers now have three teams, 
The Oaks, Health Care Courtyard, and 
Assisted Living.  They are busy watering with 
the sprinkler system one day a week and hand 
watering two days.  No planting is going on 
now, but maintenance continues.  We are 
deadheading, pruning and adding coffee 
grounds to the beds. 
 

   Phase II of the ARC’s beautification initiative 
outside the Crestway Assisted Living wing is 

ready to begin with installation of retaining 
walls to hold new beds. Thanks to your 
generous support, the building/irrigation 
installation part of Phase 1 is complete behind 
B wing.  It includes a dry creek bed that is 
home to the Honor stones (shown at left).  
These stones are a way of remembering family 
members, friends and even pets.  Planting will 
commence once the weather cools off.  Come 
visit the site to view the stones and use your 
imagination to visualize what it will look like 
when planted. 
 

   Honor stones will continue to be available for 
purchase.  Proceeds will support Phase II of 
our plan to make every view from all three 
areas a pleasant one.  Direct donations 
(without purchase of an Honor stone) are also 
appreciated.   For ARC residents, purchases or 
donations may be charged to your ARC 
account.  Please stop by and see Anna 
Sweeden in her office next to the library.   
 
   For more information contact Dain Franks, 
210-646-2836, Joan Howey, 651-6692 or Ann 
Blunt, 850-496- 3186. 

Golden Diggers meet for gardening on Tuesdays and Fridays, at 9 AM or earlier, in the Healthcare Courtyard.  Pictured 

are Joan Howey and Dain Franks.  In the background with the watering hose is Jane Rushmore.  Not pictured, but also 

working that morning, are Ginger Armstrong and Rob Robeson.  The sprinklers shown are often maintained by Ray 

Palmer.  The Golden Diggers are Residents, sponsored by Residents. 
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The San Antonio ‘Walk to Defeat ALS’ 

Is Saturday, 27 October, Woodlawn Lake 

Park, 1103 Cincinnati Avenue, SATX 78201 

Please use this link for more information:  

http://web.alsa.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=13253 




