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My sincere thanks to 
Bexar County Sheriff Javier Salazar, 
To his staff, 
Executive Assistant Martha Vasquez, 
Media Specialist Adelina Simpson, 
Deputy Johnny C. Garcia, 
and Fellow Resident Sandra Edsall 
for your generosity, cooperation, and 
assistance. 

--- Kevin Scott 
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A Note from Bill Klein, 
Resident Council Chair: 

 
Yesterday (13 December) we 
handed out the Gift Fund checks. 
There were lots of happy faces and 
all of us made it clear that the 
checks were from you, the 
residents. The final results were: 
 
Total Funds:  $334,116.11;   
ARC hour paid: $.55;   
Total receiving gift: 344.  
The average check was $877.81. 
 
So bottom line, many thanks for 
urging residents to contribute. It 
was a great day for the ARC. 
 
On another note thank you for your 
timely votes on the HCC project. All 
the votes were yea except one. I 
helped pass out the checks at 
Healthcare at 6:30am yesterday in 
the room that is to be upgraded and 
I can pass on to you that Suzanne 
and the nurses were thrilled at the 
prospect of turning that room into a 
first-class entertainment center. 
 
I look forward to working with you in 
2020. Warmest regards, Bill 



January Birthdays and Passings 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
01 Cynthia Benedict 
01 Ray Palmer 
01 Gerald Ruder 
02 Ginger Armstrong 
02 Jean Stewart 
02 Myrtle Whitby 
03 Paul Benedict 
03 Art Kanarr 
03 Thomas Korte 
03 Robyn McCarthy 
05 George Ullmann 
06 Clair Book0 
06 Opal Coleman 
07 Madge Cady 
07 Bill Harris 
07 Gisela Fields 
07 Sharon Taylor 
07 Sue Speedy 
07 Vern Handel 
08 Connie Furbish 
08 Kay Jones 
08 Ronald Jenkins 
08 Sharan McCall 
09 Doreen Armogida 
11 William Herr, Jr. 
12 Linda Kirkland 
13 Elaine Older 
14 JoAnne Rice 
14 Cynthia Simmons 
15 Barbara Steele 
16 Patricia Carroll 
17 Aurelia (Reli) Korte 
18 Bob Brubaker 
18 Meem Baumgartner 
19 Ella Gordon 
19 Mary Gossage 
19 Shelia Hickman 
23 Martha Thorpe 
24 Jerry Davis 
24 Mary Lee Stuck 
25 Armon Grantham 
25 George McCall 
26 Sandra Edsall 
26 Francelle Lambertson 
26 Misa Cole 
28 Janet-Anne Boykin 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS, 
cont’d 
28 Sandra Dixon 
28 Patti Jackson 
29 Dave Oliver 
29 Kevin West 
29 Sylvia Trzaskoma 
29 Carol Wilson 
29 Jack Wold 
29 Wanda Shrum 
31 Stainton Smith 

BEGINNING FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 
01 Trema Berry 
01 Erika Robeson 
01 Charlene Smith 
02 Jim Brown 
02 Alice Rolik 
02 Glenn Hall 
03 Marilyn Ter Maat 
05 Lilas Harvey 

From Lori Weatherly, 
Assistant Director of 
Resident Services: 
The personal information 
update sheets will be in 
everyone’s mailbox by 1 
January. 

New this year – the form will 
contain the actual information 
we have on record for you!  
Please make sure to fill in all 
the blanks and update any 
incorrect information.   
We also want to emphasize the 
importance of turning in your 
medical directives to  include 
Medical Power of Attorney, 
Durable Power of Attorney, 
Advance Directives and DNR 
(optional) to Resident Services.  
Often during the move into the 
ARC Residents assume they 
have turned copies in, but that 
isn’t always the case.  Make the 
new year be a reminder to turn 
in copies of all medical 
directives!   

If you are not sure if Resident 
Services has a copy, please 
call 210-646-5460 or 210-646-
5350.  

Thank you and Happy New 
Year! 
------------------------------------------ 

2020 is a Primary and 
General Election Year 
Register to Vote:  Anytime, 
but deadline to be 
registered to vote in the 
Texas Primary is Monday, 
3 February. 
Request a Mail-In Ballot, 
between Wednesday 1 
January and Friday, 21 
February. 
Early Voting Period:  
Tuesday 18 February to 
Friday 28 February 
Election Day:  Tuesday, 3 
March. 

PASSINGS SINCE LAST ISSUE 
Mrs. Muriel Littlejohn 4 December 
Mrs. Elizabeth Moore 6 December 
LTC James Rose  8 December 
COL Robert Mesick          15 December 
Mrs. Autumn Mesick      19 December 
LTC Muriel Ransone    19 December 
Mrs. Marie Becker         24 December 



A Conversation with the CEO 
Note:  A Conversation with the CEO is an 
impromptu exchange between Eagle editor 
Kevin Scott and CEO Steve Fuller.  This 
conversation does not make official policy 
announcements.  Those are made through 
Resident Updates. 
Steve Fuller:  As long as I’ve got my calendar 
out, why don’t you mention the coming events I 
might plan to attend. 
KS:  There are several in January which all 
Residents should plan on attending.  The first 
is on Thursday, 8 January, at 4 PM in the 
Auditorium, a New Resident Welcome 
Reception.
SF:  You’ve placed the New Residents to be 
welcomed on pages 8 and 9 of this issue.  
Thank you for mentioning the Sponsors of 
each New Resident.  That’s important work 
that we should recognize also.  The reception 
will also be an opportunity to say goodbye to 
Jane Winzeler, our retiring Activities 
Coordinator. 
KS:  The next week in January, on Tuesday, 
14 January, from 11:30 AM to 1 PM, likely to 
be in the Main Dining Room, is an Eagle 
Luncheon with Bexar County Sheriff Javier 
Salazar as the speaker. 
SF:  Great!  My thanks to David Rosow, the 
Resident Council Vice Chair, and the RC 
Executive Committee for inviting and 
coordinating the special unit from the Sheriff’s 
Office to visit our campus.  The special unit 
assessed our current security measures, and 
advised us on what other things we should 
consider.   What can we expect from Sheriff 
Salazar’s remarks? 
KS:  Empowering seniors to become masters 
of their own personal security requires both 
keen awareness and individual responsibility.  
It might mean that we develop habits which are 
likely to reduce the chance of becoming a 
crime victim, or that we are better equipped to 
deal with possible threats.  Sheriff Salazar will 
share his perspective, including what is going 
on right now in our metro area, about what we 
should know and do to stay safe and secure.  
The luncheon event is described on page 16. 
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SF:  What else is ‘on the radar’ for January? 
KS:  On Tuesday, 28 January, beginning at 7 
PM in the Auditorium, there is a continuation of 
the Nightclub at the ARC series.  The program 
will be by the Accidental Trio, a mainstay in the 
San Antonio music scene, which has both 
instrumental jazz and evocative vocals. 
SF:  What notable events are happening off-
campus in the San Antonio area? 
KS:  There are some ‘only in San Antonio’ 
events which there may be a group sign-up to 
go.  On Monday, 20 January, beginning at 10 
AM, there is the renowned Martin Luther King 
Day March, which is projected to have 30,000 
participants.  Using a VIA bus connection after 
you’ve reviewed the event information at  
https://www.sanantonio.gov/MLK might be the 
best advice. 
On Friday, 24 January, beginning at 4 AM, 
there’s a Guinness Book of Records event, the 
Cowboy Breakfast, which is the largest free 
breakfast.  It will also draw about 30,000 
attendees.  The event is relatively close to the 
ARC, at 3030 NE Interstate 410 Loop, San 
Antonio, TX 78218.  Information is found at: 
http://www.thecowboybreakfast.com/index.html 
SF:  Does that wrap up everything – future 
events – that you know of? 
KS:  Not quite.  There are some recurring 
actions which appropriately happen at the 
year’s beginning.  First, every January 
Resident Services updates records of 
Residents in Independent Living.  I would 
recommend that Residents go to Resident 
Services (Room 307) and review what there is 
instead of simply noting “No Change.”  The 
coordinators, Carol Taly and Lori Weatherly, 
can input and update this directly into the data 
base.  Please see page 3 for information. 
SF:  Good idea.  Perhaps you could highlight in 
The Eagle the different dates of the election 
season this year.  If a Resident is a registered 
voter, it’s my understanding Bexar County has 
already sent the Voter Registration cards for 
the years 2020-21.  A driver’s license and voter 
registration should show the same address. 
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SF (cont’d):  What are some of the dates early 
this year (2020) that are part of our ‘citizenship 
cycle?’ 
KS:  Election Day of the Texas Primary is 
Tuesday, 3 March.  If you wanted to run for 
office, the filing deadline is passed.  It was 
Monday, 9 December. 
SF (laughs):  Not this year!  I’d appreciate it if 
you covered the Ballot by Mail process and the 
deadlines for registration, and when Early 
Voting starts and so on.  Whether a Resident 
chooses to vote in the March 3rd primary, or 
not, it’s a smart move to be a registered voter. 
KS:  The dates are on page 3 of this issue.  
Now’s the time I should ask an open-ended 
question. 
SF:  I would like to express my appreciation to 
Residents who have rolled up their sleeves and 
helped, or even led, when it comes to making 
this a great community. 
For example, our awesome New Year’s Eve 
celebrations are Resident-organized, Resident-
led.  The Marketing events earlier this fall, two 
in the High-Rise and one in the Legacy 
Cottages, showcased Residents who opened 
their homes and welcomed prospective 
Residents.  The wonderful transformation of 
the ARC during Christmastime is the work of 
Residents who volunteered to design, organize 
and execute intricate and time-consuming 
plans.  I am sincerely impressed and 
overwhelmed when I admired the decorations. 
I am continually impressed with the volunteer 
spirit of our Residents.  Anyone can have an 
idea.  But here it’s more likely the people who 
notice the need for something are those who 
will step up and “get ‘er done.” 
Here’s an example.  I was recently asked if the 
electrical utility boxes which dot our landscape 
could be painted with mural-style designs, or 
other artistic expressions.  Sacramento, New 
Orleans, and Houston come to mind as places 
where these dark boxes are decorated with 
artistic images.  I know that when this is 
discussed in a public forum, like in the 
Resident Council process, we’ll figure out a 
way to make the ARC even more beautiful. 

A Conversation with the CEO 
I would also like to send a compliment to our 
Dining Services, and to Housekeeping who 
does the set-up and take-down for the many 
events  which are catered here.  What are 
some events coming up which showcase this 
part of the ARC team?  
KS:  Sure.  The Eagle Luncheons are an 
awesome display of what Dining Services can 
create and serve.  On Tuesday, 11 February, 
the Chief Operating Officer of the Defense 
Health Agency – San Antonio Military Health 
System, Mr. Damon Baine, is our speaker. 
I should mention that there is a evening event 
the same day, in the Sky Lounge, sponsored 
by the Military Officers Association.  Mrs. 
Virginia Joyce, a member of the national 
MOAA Board of Directors, is the speaker.  This 
is a key event because Residents who are 
MOAA members are planning to establish a 
satellite of the Alamo Chapter of the MOAA.  
This is a very positive development.  The event 
is described elsewhere in this issue. 
There’s always a “Save the Date” dynamic at 
the ARC, basically because our Catering is top 
notch.  In the future, further out, is Monte Carlo 
Night, on Thursday evening, 12 March, from 7 
to 9 PM, on the 3rd floor of the High-Rise.  
There’s even an event in April, a Montana 
Connection dinner, which may become an 
annual event, the evening of Thursday, 2 April. 
And a big event this spring is the National Day 
of Prayer Breakfast, on the morning of 
Thursday, 7 May. 
SF:  What excursions in the San Antonio area 
have the promise to make a memory? 
KS:  On Saturday, 8 February, at a time and 
place to be determined, is the All-Academy 
Gymnastics Meet:  A triangular competition of 
the Army, Navy, and Air Force Academy.  The 
notable detail is Residents “Punch” Jamison 
(USMA ’49) and “Jack” Charles (USMA ’54) 
are former team captains of the Army 
Gymnastics Team.  And they both can still 
wear their original letter jackets!  
SF:  Amazing!  That’s certainly worthy of a 
front cover!  My Best Wishes and Happy New 
Year to All! 



Save the Date:  Monte Carlo Night, 12 March 
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Monte Carlo Night 
 

   The members of the ARC Golden K Kiwanis 
Club invite you to attend our annual fund 
raiser, Monte Carlo Night, on Thursday, 12 
March 2020 from 7:00 to 9:00 in the evening in 
the auditorium and surrounding conference 
and meeting rooms.  
 
   This is the 26th year of our club sponsoring 
this event and 100% of the net revenues from 
this evening support our children’s outreach 
programs, the largest of which is our 
scholarship program for ARC employees and 
their dependents.  In 2018, we funded 45 
scholarships in the amount of $41,000.   
 
   In the 26 years Kiwanis has sponsored these 
scholarships we have helped many employees 
acquire the education needed to improve their 
job opportunities both within and outside the 
Community.  Our Director of Housekeeping, 
Elida Longoria, is an example of this upward 
mobility as she earned her Housekeeper 
credential through a Kiwanis scholarship.  Our 
Health Care Center also has many nurses who 
earned their LVN and even RN credentials 
through this program. 
 
   Tickets are $35 each.  In addition to playing 
Las Vegas style gaming using play money for 
real prizes, you will enjoy complimentary beer, 
wine, sodas, popcorn and ice cream.  This year 
we will have 29 blackjack, 3 poker, 2 roulette, 
and 1 dice table and 14 slot machines.  There 

will also be a silent auction with prizes worth 
thousands of dollars.  
 
   Tickets can be purchased starting 1 February 
from designated Kiwanis and volunteer 
salespersons for each floor of the high-rise and 
each street.   Family and guests are also 
welcome.  Your admittance ticket starts you 
with $3,000 in poker chips redeemable at the 
first gaming table that you choose.  More chips 
can be bought at the cashier station by the 
front stage.  If you can’t attend, a tax 
deductible donation (ARC Kiwanis Foundation) 
is another option to consider. 
 
   Mark your calendars to attend this special 
evening.  I guarantee you will have a fun time 
while supporting a very worthy cause.  I hope 
to see you there. 

--- Bruce Furbish 
Editor:  Whatever your views or experiences are 
regarding gambling, your mood will be incredibly 
positive after a few minutes of sitting at a table 
with any of these fine dealers (shown below).  
Gerald’s Casino Parties is the gold standard in 
South Texas for corporate entertainment and 
charity fundraising.  Did you ever think of a 
blackjack dealer as “sweet” or “cheerful?”  You 
will at Monte Carlo Night at the ARC.   
 
Gerald’s business office is in Universal City, and 
he has generously offered to interview, try out, 
and if accepted, train any of us to become one 
of his dealers.  Can you make your tablemates 
enjoy playing with or against you?  --- KS 



ARC Library 
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ARC LIBRARY 
   The Raffaeli Room 
   Library Committee 
   JoAnne Kroll, Chairman 
   Glenna Solley, Co-Chairman 
   Annette Gohlke, Scheduler 
NEW FICTION REGULAR PRINT 
   A Minute to Midnight, David Baldacci 
   Robert B. Parker’s Angel Eyes,  
      Ace Atkins 
   The Dutch House, Ann Patchett 
   Tom Clancy Code of Honor,  
      Marc Cameron 
NEW FICTION LARGE PRINT 
   Wyoming Heart, Diana Palmer  
   The Night Fire, Michael Connelly 
   A Minute to Midnight, David Baldacci 
   Lake Season, Denise Hunter 
   Robert B. Parker’s Angel Eyes,  
      Ace Atkins 

 Feared, Lisa Scottoline 
NEW NON-FICTION 
   Dreams of Eldorado, H.W. Brands   H 
   Zane Grey: His Life,  
      His Adventures, His Women, 
         Thomas H. Pauly   B 
DONATION FICTION 
   Child’s Play, Danielle Steel 
   See You in the Piazza,   
       Frances Mayes 
   A Plain Vanilla Murder, 
      Susan Wittig Albert 
DONATION AUDIO 
   The Lovely Bones, Alice Sebold 
   Skipping Christmas, John Grisham 
   Christmas with You, Nora Roberts 
   The Christmas Town,  
      Donna VanLiere 
   Doctor Sleep, Stephen King 
   The Inner Circle, Brad Meltzer 
DONATION NON-FICTION 

 America’s Battlegrounds, 
      Richard Sauers    H 
   Battles of Texas,  

 Joseph P. Regan   TEX 

DONATION NON-FICTION, continued 
 The Quadrangle:  Hub of Military 

Activity in Texas, 
      Fort Sam Houston Museum   TEX 
   With All Due Respect,  
      Nikki R. Haley   POL         
    A Museum of Early American Tools, 
      Eric Sloane   ANT   
DONATION DVD 
   Beethoven – The Pooch Pack, 
   Radio City Christmas Spectacular 
   A Christmas Story 
   It’s a Wonderful Life 
   Joyeux Noel  
COFFEE TABLE 
   Ellis Island, Steven Wilkes 
   Virginia, John Bowen 
   Metropolitan Cats, John P. O’Neil 
ZANE GREY REMEMBERED 



1. New Resident Welcome 
Reception, Thursday, 9 January, 
4 PM, Auditorium

1. Suzanne Isaacs.  Sponsors:  Bob and Dee 
Hirtle.
2. Quentin and Diana Masters.  Sponsors: Larry 
and Meg Luken.
3. Pat Flores.  Sponsor: Darline Roush.

 4. Robert “Mike” and Carol Wilson.  Sponsors:
Richard and Carole Toth.
5. Chris and Sue Divich.  Sponsors:  Frank and
Francine Simpson.

        2. 

Quentin and Diana Masters 

 4.                   5. 
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3.



         6.  New Resident Welcome 
Reception, Thursday, 9 January, 
4 PM, Auditorium 
 

6.  Jo Ann Knight. Sponsors:  Gary and Karen 
Wallace. 
 

7.  Sally McCandless.  Sponsors:  Mike and 
Carol Huebner. 
 

 8.  David and Linda Kirkland.  Sponsors:  Frank 
and Francine Simpson. 
 

9.  Rod and Debbie Leas.  Sponsors:  Ben and 
Chris Moberley. 
 

10.  Mary DeRobertis Maerz.  Sponsor:  Lorna 
Dressler. 
 

            7.  8. 

  9.       10. 
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Adventures of an Early Aviator – by Karen Wallace 
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Yantis Halbert (Buck) Taylor 

Adventures in Early Aviation 
What is more interesting than a good 

story?  Residents at the ARC have many great 
stories that involve their military as well as their 
post-military lives.  Sit back and relax.  Enjoy a 
story about the aviators in one resident’s family 
and life. 

This story began in Belton, Texas in 1898 
when Yantis Halbert Taylor (Buck) was born to 
Memory, a saloon owner, and Rosa Lee McKay. 
Rosa was very ashamed of her husband’s 
occupation, but he managed to soothe that 
shame by providing her with the finest horses 
and buggy to take her to town.  Rosa was proud 
of the fact that her grandfather, Daniel McKay, 
and great-grandfather, Benjamin Bryant, both 
fought in Houston’s army at San Jacinto. 

Buck attended Peacock Military Academy 
in San Antonio; his football coach was Dwight 
David Eisenhower.  Years later in Africa, Buck 
had the occasion to ask Eisenhower if he 
remembered those days.  Eisenhower had 
remembered. 

Buck earned his wings at Kelly Field as 
WWI ended (above).  For a while he and his 

mechanic, Les Mauldon, earned money as barn 
stormers and giving rides in their biplane for 
$5.00.   During prohibition the Texas Rangers 
asked him to locate stills mostly in the Waco 
area.  At first the moonshiners enjoyed the flights, 
waving at the pilot.  Then, the moonshiners got 
wise and began firing at the plane.  That was the 
end of his still-seeking days, but then he turned 
around and joined the Texas Rangers in 1923-
1924.  He worked and traveled by car in the San 
Antonio area and then worked on horse back in 
the Big Bend area looking for stills and other 
criminals because it was still prohibition.  Think of 
those early days when the Texas Rangers were 
chasing criminals by plane, by car, and on 
horseback.     

Back in the Air Corps at Kelly Field, Buck 
was one of the pilots who flew in the movie, 
Wings.  Buck pointed out two scenes in which he 
was the pilot.  In one scene he was strafing a 
German staff car.  In another he was the pilot 
shooting down a dirigible.  It was during this time 
that Buck met his bride-to-be, Juanita (Nita) 
Layne, and the sparks flew. 

Buck and Nita married in 1927, and their 
first child, Pat Partridge Taylor, was born a year 
later.  He was named for Buck’s best friend, Earl 
E. (Pat) Partridge, who later became a 4-star
general.

While at Kelly, Buck set 2 records: 1929 a 
flight around Texas, 1930 a flight to Portland, 
Maine.  He taught aerobatics and was known for 
flying so close to the ground that one wing 
plowed a furrow in the dust.  One of his students 
was Charles Lindberg.   Besides demonstrating 
his flying skills, Buck and Nita added a beautiful 
daughter they named Mary Lee to their family in 
1930.   

In WWII, Buck was in Africa and Italy.  
When Jimmy Doolittle was CO of the 15th Air 
Force, Buck was his chief of staff.   Later Buck 
became CO of the 306 Fighter Wing in Italy, flying 
P-51’s.  He was especially proud of the 31st

Fighter Group that had the most aerial victories in
that theater.

After the war, in 1947, Buck was CO of the 
4th Fighter Wing at Andrews AFB.  It was at this 
time that a very grown up Mary Lee met and 
married Lt. Donald H. Stuck nicknamed Stuck 
(following page).  They became parents of two  
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Lieutenant 
Donald H.  
Stuck with  
his bride, 
Mary Lee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

children.  The aircraft being flown at Andrews 
included the F-80’s and later F-86’s.  It was 
during this time that Buck checked out in the F-
80, his first jet at that time.  Buck had over 9,000 
hours flying time in his career with only one 
minor accident.    He retired in 1949 as a 
brigadier general, and the Taylors moved to 
Florida.  Later Buck became mayor of Holmes 
Beach on Anna Maria Island.   
 Mary Lee’s brother, Capt. Pat Partridge 
Taylor, with his family was stationed in Japan.  
On September 10, 1956, the RB -50 plane he 
was navigating was shot down over the Sea of 
Japan by a Russian pilot.  His family had been 
told that they had been lost in a hurricane.  Over 
20 years later Mary Lee learned the truth about 
her brother’s death from General Partridge’s 
daughter, a close friend.  All the information had 
been kept secret from the public. Mary Lee 
would never have learned the truth if it had not 
been for Gen. Partridge and his friendship with 
Buck.  Buck had also kept the secret and died 
before he could share the news with his wife 
and daughter. 
 Mary Lee’s husband, Donald H. Stuck, 
never attended college because of WWII.  He 
flew P-47’s in the Pacific and was part of the 
group that escorted the Enola Gay to Japan.  He 
became a test pilot for McDonnell-Douglas, 
flying the 101 and the F-4.  It appears that Stuck 
had a Guardian Angel who accompanied him on 
some of his flights.   
 The first “angel-accompanied flight” 

occurred when Stuck was a WWII cadet in the 
Stearman.  On one particular flight his instructor 
thought he smelled smoke and urged Stuck to 
bail out.  Stuck asked why and was told the 
reason.  Stuck refused and wanted to return to 
base with his instructor.  No!  He was again urged 
to bail out, and Stuck refused.  The next thing 
Stuck knew was he was upside down falling from 
the airplane.  Luckily, he had time to deploy his 
parachute and land safely. 
 Another experience occurred when Donald 
was flying the 101 for McDonnell -Douglas in 
California in the early 60’s.  There was a spin 
problem with the 101.  Donald was testing and 
suddenly he was in a spin from which he could 
not recover, nor could he jettison his canopy to 
escape.  He put his head down and resigned 
himself to dying when suddenly he was ejected 
through the canopy; his parachute deployed 
although he was dangerously close to the ground.  
He landed on his back.  When he looked up a 
woman was standing over him.  She adamantly 
urged him to stay down.  She stayed with him 
until help arrived.  What are the chances that a 
lone woman, a nurse no less, would be out in the 
wilderness looking for stuff to collect and be there 
to help him? 
 His third close-to-death incident occurred 
at Holloman AFB in New Mexico.  The pilots were 
practicing high speed, low level flights when 
suddenly for no reason his plane went straight up.  
Luckily, he was able to open the canopy, his 
parachute deployed, and he came down gently.  
A short way away was a telephone pole with, you 
guessed it, a phone on it.  He first called Mary 
Lee to assure her he was fine despite what she 
might hear and then called his superiors. 
 By now Mary Lee was getting a little 
spooked by these close calls and urged Stuck to 
retire.  After retiring, he became a farmer and 
rancher, raising Angus cattle in Missouri.  About 
15 years ago the couple moved to the ARC 
where Stuck eventually died.  
 Buck’s family and Mary Lee still retain 
many Buck’s mementoes: The pair of metal wings 
he earned at Kelly hand-sewn on black velvet, his 
badges, spurs, and saddle gun from his Texas 
Ranger days.  Mary Lee has a wonderful 
scrapbook full of old, but pertinent photographs 
and documents she willingly shared with me. 
   --- Karen Wallace 



The ARC Satellite of the MOAA Alamo Chapter:  Save the Date 
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ARC Satellite of the Alamo Chapter 
of the MOAA Plans first Event 

   All Residents are invited to the first social 
event of the ARC Satellite of the Alamo 
Chapter of the Military Officers Association 
of America (MOAA) on Tuesday, 11 
February, at 5 PM in the Sky Lounge.  The 
event begins at 5 PM with drinks.   Dinner 
will be served at 5:30 PM.  Afterwards, Mrs. 
Gail Joyce (above), a Gold Star Mother and 
member of the national MOAA Board and of 
the Surviving Spouse Committee, will be the 
speaker.  Reservations are required.   

   We expect that Gail will tell us a bit about the 
loss of her son in 1993 in Mogadishu, Somalia, 
in the action portrayed in the movie Blackhawk 
Down.  Later, Gail’s husband Larry died from 
leukemia, caused by earlier exposure to Agent 
Orange in Viet Nam. Based on her experience, 
Gail will explain why it is imperative that 
spouses “Get their Stuff Together” and have a 
complete and coordinated survivors plan which 
covers all legal and fiscal actions necessary, 
tailored to their State of residence. 

   Gail will cover where and how to get the help 
that you’ll need during that preparation, and 
the later help that you quite likely will need, 
despite your careful and complete planning. 
   Earlier in the day, Gail will also attend the 
Eagle Luncheon on 11 February at the ARC as 
the guest of the ARC Satellite and will depart 
the morning of the 12th.  Prior to the dinner, 
she is having a tour of the ARC, and will have 
breakfast here on the 12th.  During the tour and 
at breakfast, she would very much like to meet 
and talk with ARC residents. 
   Gail, who grew up in Abilene, Texas, married 
Larry Joyce in 1960 and began a life-long 
adventure. Shortly after they married, Larry 
was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
Army. They moved Fort Hood, Texas - the first 
of more than 20 moves over the next 20 years. 
In that time, Larry served two tours in Vietnam. 
   Gail retired in 2005, having completed a 
career of diverse experiences:  As an 
administrative assistant, a military youth 
activities director, a Military Family Center 
director, a Realtor, a program director, an 
English Literature teacher in high school and 
college, a national program director for youth 
tobacco issues, and a bed & breakfast owner. 
   In 1983, Gail completed her Bachelor of Arts 
in English (cum laude). In 1986, she earned a 
Master of Arts in humanities. Gail’s volunteer 
efforts include serving as chair and VIP event 
co-chair for the Granbury Wine Walk, as a 
founder of MOAA Greater Granbury (Texas) 
Chapter, and as a Veterans' Council member.  
   Gail also envisioned and produced the 2012 
Memorial Day Field of Flags, helped organize 
Veteran's Day ceremonies.  She has spoken 
on behalf of local organizations about life in 
the military and her son and husband's 
service. 
   MOAA is the nation's largest and most 
influential association of military officers. It is 
an independent, nonprofit, politically 
nonpartisan organization.  Please contact Joe 
or Janet Morgan, (210)-647-5880, regarding 
the ARC Satellite to the Alamo Chapter, and 
for reservations to this program. 



January Movies at Lakeside Theater 
Friday 3rd – “Rabbit-
Proof Fence”  (2002) 
(1:30 p.m./ 1 hr. 34 
min.) Rated PG.  In 
1931, three half-
white, half-Aboriginal 
girls escape after 
being plucked from 
their houses to be 
trained as domestic 
staff, and set off on a 
journey across the 
Outback.  

 Friday 10th – “Ask 
Dr. Ruth”  (2019) 
(1:30 p.m./ 1 hr. 40 
min.) Rated NR.   
Charting the incredible 
life of Dr. Ruth 
Westheimer, a 
Holocaust survivor 
who became America's 
most famous sex 
therapist.  
 

Friday 17th, and 
Saturday 18th 
“The Last 
Emperor.” (1987) 
(1:30 p.m./ 2 hr. 
43 min.) Rated 
PG-13.  This 
sweeping account 
of the life of Pu-Yi, 
the last emperor of 
China, follows the 
leader's tumultuous 
reign. 

 Wednesday 22nd, 
Dinner and a Movie, 
and Friday 24th, 
Encore Screening. 
“THE PEANUT 
BUTTER FALCON” 
(2019).  Movie at 
1:30 p.m. Zak runs 
away from his care 
home to make his 
dream of becoming a 
wrestler come true.  
 

Saturday 31st – 
“THE FAREWELL” 
(2019) (1:30 p.m./ 1 
hr. 40 min.) Rated 
PG.   A Chinese 
family discovers 
their grandmother 
has only a short 
while left to live and 
decide to keep her 
in the dark, 
scheduling a 
wedding to gather 
before she dies.  
 
 

  

LAKESIDE MOVIE SCHEDULE—JANUARY 
 

Friday, 3 January, 1:30 PM: Rabbit-Proof Fence 
 

Friday, 10 January, 1:30 PM: Ask Dr. Ruth 
 

Friday, 17 January, 1:30 PM: The Last Emperor, 
Part I 
 

Saturday, 18 January, 1:30 PM: The Last Emperor,  
Part II 
 

Wednesday, 22 January, 6:15 PM (Show time): The 
Peanut Butter Falcon.   
 

Friday, 24 January, 1:30 PM: The Peanut Butter 
Falcon. 
 

Saturday, 31 January, 1:30 PM: The Farewell. 
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Announcement: Several room closures will 
take place due to the Christmas decoration 
take down. The Residents Lounge will be 
closed January 2, 2020. The Auditorium will 
be closed January 3, 2020 and January 4, 
2020. The Activities Room will be closed 
from January 2, 2020 through January 8, 
2020. 
 
 
TUESDAY DOCUMENTARY / LECTURE 
SCHEDULES: 
 
TUESDAY MORNING COFFEE 
DOCUMENTARY SCHEDULE 
Every Tuesday from 9:00a.m. – 10:00a.m. in 
the Activities Room. Coffee & pastries 
provided. 
 
PBS presents “The Roosevelts: An Intimate 
History” (continued) This seven-part, 14 hour 
film follows the Roosevelts for more than a 
cetury, from Theodores birth in 1858 to Eleanors 
death in 1962. 
 
 Episode 3: “The Fire of Life” (1910-1919) 
Theodore Roosevelt leads a Progressive 
crusade that splits his own party, undertakes a 
deadly expedition into the South American 
jungle, campaigns for American entry into World 
War One – and is made to pay a terrible 
personal price. largely political partnership. TR’s 
death at 60 is almost universally mourned, but it 
also provides Franklin with a golden opportunity. 
1/14/20 – Episode 3: Part One “The Fire of Life” 
(1910-1919) Theodore Roosevelt leads a 
Progressive crusade that splits his own party, 
undertakes a deadly expedition into the South 
American jungle, campaigns for American entry 
into World War One – and is made to pay a 
terrible personal price.  
1/21/20 – Episode 3: Part Two “The Fire of Life” 
(1910-1919) See episode description above. 
1/28/20 – Episode 4: Part One “The Storm” 
(1920 – 1933) Franklin Roosevelt runs for Vice 
President in 1920 and seems assured of a still 
brighter future until polio devastates him the 
following summer.  

 
 
ARC EXCURSIONS (Get details and sign-up on 
the Activities bulletin board.) 
 
Tuesday 3rd – Lunch at “Magnolia Pancake 
Haus” with the Luncheonaires. Bus will  leave 
the ARC at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
Wednesday 8th – S.A. Broadway “Miss 
Saigon” at the Majestic Theatre. Bus will 
leave the ARC at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Friday 10th – S.A. Symphony “Applause” at 
the Tobin Center. Bus will leave the ARC at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Monday 13th – Shopping & Lunch Trip to 
“The Shops at La Cantera.” Bus will leave  the 
ARC at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Tuesday 14th – Lunch at “La Fonda” on Main 
with the Luncheonaires. Bus will leave the 
ARC at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Wednesday 15th – Dinner Night Out “Oro” at 
The Emily Morgan Hotel. Bus will leave the 
ARC at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Friday 17th – S.A. Symphony “Pops” at the 
Tobin Center. Bus will leave the ARC at 7:00 
p.m. 
Tuesday 21st – Lunch at “Thai House” on 
Rittiman with the Luncheonaires. Bus will 
leave the ARC at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
Friday 24th – S.A. Symphony “Ovation” at 
Tobin Center. Bus will leave the ARC at 7:00 
p.m. 
 
Tuesday 28th – Lunch at “Dough Pizzaria 
Napoletana” with the Luncheonaires. Bus will 
leave the ARC at 11:00 a.m. 
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ON CAMPUS ACTIVITIES 
 
Tuesday 7th – ARC Dementia Caregiver 
Support Group Meeting at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Healthcare Dining Room. Details on the “In 
House Events” bulletin board across the High- 
Rise mailroom. For any questions, contact  
Chris Sitton at 830-625- 
 
 
Thursday 9th – Newcomer’s Reception in the 
High-Rise Auditorium at 4:00 p.m. Everyone 
invited to attend!  Please see pages 8 and 9. 
 
 
Tuesday 14th – Eagle Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
in the Main Dining Room.  The speaker is 
Bexar County Sheriff ty Sherriff Javier 
SalazarPlease see page 16. 
 
 
 
 
Monday 20th – Monthly OASIS Class at 
10:00a.m. in the Activities Room. Space is 
limited. You need to have signed up on 
Activities bulletin board to attend this class. 
 
 
 
 
Thursday 23rd – Collette Travel Presentation 
in the High-Rise Auditorium at 2:00 p.m. 
Everyone welcome! 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 28th– Nightclub Night IX presents 
“The Accidental Trio” in the High-Rise 
Auditorium at 7:00 p.m. Details on the Clubs 
and Classes bulletin board by the mailroom in 
the High-Rise. 



January Eagle Luncheon Speaker:  Bexar County Sheriff Javier Salazar 
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January Eagle Luncheon Speaker is  
Bexar County Sheriff Javier Salazar 

 

   All residents are invited to a luncheon on 
Tuesday, 14 January, 11:30 AM to 1 PM, in 
the Main Dining Room.  The speaker is Bexar 
County Sheriff Javier Salazar.  His talk will 
include steps seniors can take to reduce 
their chances of becoming a crime or 
accident victim.  Reservations are required. 
Contact information is provided below right. 
 

   Sheriff Salazar commands an organization 
with 1900 employees and an annual budget of 
$135 million.  The Bexar County Sheriff’s Office 
is the 11th largest in the nation.  Included in this 
responsibility is operating the Bexar County 
Adult Detention Center (the “Jail”), with an 
average daily population of 3,600 inmates.  It is 
the 16th largest jail in the nation, and the 3rd 
largest in Texas.  The jail staffing requirement of 
959 positions currently has 74 vacancies.   
 

   In August 2019 Sheriff Salazar declined a pay 
raise to call attention to the overtime pay costs 
of operating the jail, given these shortages.  The 
jail issues are not planned for the Sheriff’s 
remarks, but they are mentioned here to 
acknowledge current local media coverage. 

   Bexar County Sheriff Javier Salazar was 
sworn into office on January 1, 2017. Prior to 
being elected, Sheriff Salazar served with the 
San Antonio Police Department (SAPD) for 
twenty-three years. 
 

   Sheriff Salazar joined the SAPD at the age of 
21, first as a patrolman, then in Downtown Bike 
Patrol as well as one of the first members of the 
San Antonio Fear Free Environment (SAFFE) 
Unit. He promoted through the ranks of the 
SAPD and served in Narcotics, the Executive 
Protection Detail and the Office of the Chief. He 
became an Internal Affairs Investigator and in 
2012 served as the Director of Communications. 
His last assignment at the SAPD was Director of 
the Department's Integrity Unit. 
 

   As a Bexar County native, Sheriff Salazar 
graduated from Samuel Clemens High School, 
attained his Associates Degree in criminal 
justice from the Alamo Community College 
District, and received his Bachelor's Degree 
from Wayland Baptist University. He also holds 
a Master Peace Officer Certification from Texas 
Commission on Law Enforcement. 
 

   Sheriff Salazar serves various nonprofit 
organizations such as the Alamo Youth Center 
and is currently the national vice president of the 
Hispanic American Police Commanders 
Officers Association. 
 

   He has been married to his wife Sarah for 
seventeen years and is the proud father of two 
daughters.    
 

   The luncheon meal is for this event is superb.  
Executive Chef Julian Flores has designed this 
menu:  It begins with a Roasted Mushroon 
Salad, an entrée of Asparagus and Parmesan 
Stuffed Chicken with Rosemary Sauce, sides 
of Garlic Whipped Potatoes and Carrot Souffle, 
and for dessert, Chocolate Cake with Berries, 
with Coffee, Iced Tea, and Water.  This is a 
complete lunch for an $8 charge to your meal 
account.  You will not find a better deal, or 
meal, anywhere. 
 

   Reservations are required and go quickly.  
They can be made by contacting KevinScott 
at 210-646-5820, or kmbjscott@satx.rr.com. 
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THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
240 YEARS AGO: WINTER 1779-1780 

PARLIAMENTARY OPPOSITION  
   [We know of domestic opposition to the War 
for Independence within the colonies – John 
Adam’s oft-cited dictum that one-third of 
Americans favored independence, one-third 
wished to remain loyal British subjects, and 
one-third were neutral or simply wanted to be 
left alone.  What we often forget is that the war 
in America was, to some extent, almost as 
unpopular in Great Britain.]     
   By early 1780, the conflict in North America 
was entering its fifth year, with little promise of 
successful resolution.  British armies had been 
victorious in almost every battle and campaign 
– with the notable exception of Saratoga – and
were still occupying, or had occupied, almost
every major American city: Boston, New York,
Philadelphia, and Savannah.  And yet, victory
seemed as elusive as ever.

   When Parliament convened on 25 November 
1779, King George III (above), in his official 
proclamation, called on all British subjects “to 
exert their united efforts in the support and 
defence of their country, attacked by an unjust 
and unprovoked war and contending with one 
of the most dangerous confederacies that was 
ever formed against the Crown and people of 
Great Britain.”  Tacitly acknowledging the cost 
of the ongoing war – not just against the 
rebellious American colonies but also against 
France, Spain, and the Netherlands – the King 
declared his reliance on the “wisdom and 
public spirit of the [House of] Commons for the 
requisite supplies.” 

   The King’s speech was met with mixed 
reviews.  In the House of Lords – composed of 
the aristocracy and peers of the realm who 
owed their status and privileges to the 
monarchy – unwavering support for the King 
might have been expected.  But even there, 
there was vocal opposition.   

Lord 
Rockingham 
(left), the 
former Prime 
Minister, 
chastised 
those who 
blindly 
praised the 
King’s 
speech while 
at the same 
time ignoring 
“the misery, 
the 

distresses, the degradation, and the present 
diminution of the British dominions.”  
Rockingham called for a motion demanding 
“new councils and new counsellors” – in effect 
a “vote-of-no-confidence” against the 
government of the Prime Minister, Lord 
Frederick North (below).   
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   Of course, Rockingham himself was not 
above reproach for the current state of affairs. 
As Prime Minister from 1765 to 1770, 
Rockingham had seen to the repeal of the 
detested Stamp Act, but had done little else 
during his term to ameliorate colonial 
resentment over imposition of other taxes and 
duties.    

   Still, many peers in the House of Lords 
supported Rockingham’s motion of “no-
confidence.” Lord Lyttleton, despite occupying 
a prominent position in the government, cited 
“the folly of the ministers in a rash, mad war, in 
which it was evident success was 
unattainable.”   

Others called for the resignation of the Lord of 
the Admiralty, John Montague, the Earl of 
Sandwich (above).  Lord Camden outlined “a 
compendious history of the whole course of the 
American war,” listing the mistakes and 
blunders of the North government.  But when 
the motion came to a vote, Lord North was 
upheld, 82-41. 
   A similar motion of “no-confidence” was 
brought to the floor in the House of 
Commons.  Members pointed out military 
failures in both the Caribbean and the 
Mediterranean, and bemoaned the current 
state of naval defenses throughout the 
kingdom.  But the greatest criticism was 
leveled at the conduct of the American war, 
a situation “so gloomy, that the ministry had 
drawn a veil over it, to keep it from the 
public eye.”   
  Of even greater concern to the House of 
Commons, though, was a perception that the 
government had become “the creature of the 

King.”  George III had, in effect, become “his 
own minister, his own admiral-in-chief, his own 
general, his own secretary, his own president 
of the council, his own financier.”  Ministers 
were seen as far too ready to avoid 
responsibility and hide their actions behind the 
King’s immunity to criticism: “I but obey the 
orders of my sovereign.”   

   Charles James 
Fox, a leading Whig 
critic (left), deplored 
what he saw as the 
improper authority 
of the Crown: “It 
was not the mere 
rumor of the streets 
– that the King was
his own [Prime]
Minister.  The fatal
truth was evident,
and had made itself

visible in every circumstance of the war carried 
out against America and the West Indies.”  
Still, when the vote was called in the House, 
North was upheld there, too, 233-134. 
   Even after the vote, debate continued day 
after day.  The question now was the issue of 
expenditures for the war.  Sir Charles Bunbury 
pointed out that England was already one 
hundred and ninety million pounds in debt, with 
the North ministry now asking for additional 
appropriations even though events had “amply 
demonstrated that an army of seventy-
thousand men could not subjugate America.” 

   Fox challenged Lord 
North and Lord George 
Germain, Secretary of 
State for the Colonies 
(left), as to their plans for 
the coming year’s 
campaign in America.  
When told they intended 
to “strike some blow 
against the revolted 
colonies, to reduce them 

to obedience by force of arms,” Fox scoffed: 
“They might as well think of subduing Turkey, 
as conquering America!” 
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   Parliament adjourned in December without 
resolving the budget issues.  But the ministries 
– and the King – were not without funds to
continue prosecution of the war.  There were
various sums of money available for use at the
Crown’s discretion without approval or review
by Parliament.  Of course, the use of these
special grants – such as the so-called “army
extraordinaries” – was often an open invitation
to graft, favoritism, and inefficiency.  Edmund
Burke, the famed Whig spokesman, declared
that such expenditures “introduced a kind of
slovenliness, a correspondent want of care,

and a want of foresight into all 
the national management.” 
   Back in their home districts, 
members of Parliament faced a 
mood of angry resentment 
among their constituents.  Of 
course, the costly war in 
America was at the root of 
much of the dissent, a feeling 
that the King’s intransigence 
had led to the current state of 
affairs.  The sitting government 
was seen as unable or unwilling 
to change course.  Public 
petitions called for “a fair and 
candid investigation of the 
expenditure of public money.”  
Unmonitored expenditures by 
the Crown, some declared, 
represented “a great and 
unconstitutional influence, 
which, if not checked, might 
prove fatal to the liberties of this 
country.”   
   One Member of Parliament, 
an opponent of the war, wrote: 
“If there ever was a period 
which called upon every 
independent man to speak his 
sentiments, that period is now 
come.  The affairs of the nation 
are hopeless, except for the 
rising spirit of the people, 
exasperated by the unexampled 

series of provocations and disgraces.”  Some 
in England, it seemed, had now found common 
ground with their rebellious American cousins – 
at least in spirit.     

--- Mike Huebner 
Editor:  The above political cartoon of 1781 
captures the spirit of frustration and eventual 
loss of the American Colonies.  Titled “State 
Cooks.”  George III to the left tells the prime 
minister, Lord North, that "the loss of these fish 
will ruin us forever"—the fish being the 
colonies. North assures the king that "I will 
cook 'em yet." 
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WORLD WAR II: EUROPE 
75 YEARS AGO: 

DECEMBER 1944 - JANUARY 1945 
“BREAKING THE BULGE” 

THE ALLIED COUNTEROFFENSIVE 
IN THE ARDENNES 

   On 23 December, with heavy fighting still raging 
in and around Bastogne and throughout the 
Ardennes, the vanguard of the German 
advance, the 2nd Panzer Division, rolled into 
the little village of Marche, just fifteen miles 
from the Meuse.  But the tanks and vehicles of 
the division were stretched out in a column 
nearly seventeen miles long, almost out of fuel, 
the men exhausted from a week of fighting and 
moving with little or no sleep.  The units on its 
flanks to the north and south were far behind, 
leaving the division vulnerable to attack. 
   That attack came early in the morning of 24 
December.  A hastily assembled task force 
from Major General Ernest Harmon’s 2nd 
Armored Division struck the lead elements of 

the column.  The American Sherman tanks 
were no match for the heavier Panther and 
Tiger tanks, but managed to inflict casualties 
and delay the German advance.  Still, the 2nd 
Panzer managed to reach the village of Celles, 
just four miles from the Meuse, later that day.  
But that would be as far as they would get. 

 An Army Air Corps liaison officer inspects a 
Panther tank destroyed by a P-38 Lightning. 
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  For the next three days, the American 2nd 
Armored and the German 2nd Panzer fought it 
out in and around Celles.  With clearing skies, 
American P-38s and British Typhoons strafed 
and bombed the exposed column, leaving 
burning hulks all along the road.  American 
artillery added to the carnage. 
   The Panzer Lehr Division to the south and 
the 116th Panzer Division to the north tried to 
fight through to aid the 2nd Panzer Division, 
but their advance was slowed by blown 
bridges, roadblocks, and constant attack from 
the air.  The 9th Panzer Division was thrown 
into the battle with no better results.  The few 
survivors of the 2nd Panzer were forced to 
surrender late on the 27th. 

Aftermath of battle near Grandmenil.  German 
tanks are highlighted in red circles. 

   Forty miles to the east, near the tiny village of 
Baraque de Fraiture, the 2nd SS Panzer 
Division had run into the remnants of an 
artillery battalion from the all-but-destroyed 
106th Infantry Division.  Three howitzers, 
augmented with a handful of tanks from the 

nearby 3rd Armored Division, managed to slow 
the 2nd SS Panzer’s advance.  Glider troops 
from the 82nd Airborne Division were rushed 
into the battle to buy time for elements from the 
3rd, 7th, and 9th Armored Divisions to reinforce 
the position. 
   The 2nd SS Panzer was able to fight through 
Baraque de Fraiture, though, and capture 
Manhay and Grandmenil to the north on 
Christmas day, but that was as far as they 
could go.  An American counterattack on the 
27th recaptured the two towns and then drove 
the Germans out of Baraque de Fraiture.  
Hitler’s great gamble had failed.  Not a single 
German tank reached the Meuse River. 
   But the “Battle of the Bulge” was far from 
over.  Bradley and Patton were eager to go 
over to the offensive right away, believing that 
the “Bulge” could be “pinched off” with strong 
attacks from both shoulders, trapping and 
destroying the German armored columns.  But 
Montgomery, now responsible for U.S. First 
Army, was more cautious, arguing that First 
Army had been badly hurt and needed time to 
regroup before taking the offensive.  Patton 
had to be satisfied – for the time being – with 
reinforcing the lifeline into Bastogne and 
positioning Third Army for a massive 
counterattack to the north. 
   Hitler was unwilling to admit that the German 
offensive had run its course.  He ordered a 
massive air attack using most of what was left 
of the Luftwaffe.  That attack took place on 
New Year’s Day, striking Allied airfields in 
Belgium, Holland, and northern France.  Nearly 
200 Allied aircraft were destroyed or damaged, 
most on the ground, but for the Luftwaffe, the 
operation was little more than suicide.  Over 
300 German aircraft were lost, along with the 
last remaining experienced pilots.  For the rest 
of the war, the Luftwaffe was hardly a presence 
in the skies over Germany. 
   That same day, 1 January, Hitler ordered the 
launch of Operation Nordwind, a diversionary 
attack into Alsace and the Vosges Mountains, 
intended to lure Patton’s Third Army away from 
the Ardennes.  Allied intelligence had picked 
up signs of the pending attack (unlike the 
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intelligence failure in the Ardennes).  
Eisenhower suggested that General Jacob 
Devers withdraw troops of the U.S. Seventh 
Army and French First Army from the recently 
captured city of Strasbourg, to prevent them 
from being isolated inside the city if the 
Germans broke through. 
   The proposed withdrawal set off a political 
firestorm.  Strasbourg was second only to Paris 
in symbolic meaning for the French, having 
been occupied by Germany from 1870 to 1918, 
and again from 1940 until its liberation in 
November.  Charles de Gaulle refused to 
consider allowing the city to fall into German 
hands again, and threatened to remove all 
French troops from Allied command if the 
withdrawal was carried out.  Churchill himself 
had to intervene to keep the alliance intact, 
eventually convincing Eisenhower to rescind 
the withdrawal order and defend Strasbourg. 

   It turned out that defending Strasbourg was 
the right decision.  The Germans failed to 
capture the city, setting back their entire 
offensive.  Devers’s Sixth Army Group was 
able to contain the German attack without any 
assistance from Patton’s Third Army.  All that 
Nordwind accomplished was further 
destruction of Germany’s remaining reserves. 

   The Allied counteroffensive in the Ardennes 
had begun on 30 December.  Patton sent one 
corps, spearheaded by the 11th Armored 
Division, to the west of Bastogne.  A second 
corps, led by the 6th Armored Division, 

advanced to the east of Bastogne.  German 
divisions still attacking Bastogne fought back, 
slowing Third Army’s attack.  Difficult terrain, 
icy roads, and heavy snow compounded Third 
Army’s difficulties. 

   The second arm of the Allied attack kicked 
off on 3 January, with First Army units 
advancing from the north along a thirty-five-
mile front (above).  At the same time, the 
British XXX Corps struck the tip of the Bulge 
from the west.  Terrain and weather slowed the 
northern attack as well, but on 16 January, the 
two pincers linked up at Houffalize, halfway 
between St. Vith in the north and Bastogne in 
the south.  The “Bulge” was cut off.  Some 
German troops had managed to escape before 
the “door” was closed, but were forced to 
abandon most of their tanks, artillery, and other 
vehicles. 

   More than 100,000 German troops had been 
killed, wounded, captured or declared missing. 
Germany’s valuable reserves of men and 
materiel – reserves needed to defend the 
Fatherland – had been lost.  But the American 
Army had paid a heavy price: 10,276 killed, 
47,493 wounded, and 23,218 reported missing 
or captured. 

   The “Battle of the Bulge” was officially 
declared over on 28 January.  But the victory 
was marred by another “political” controversy 
within the Allied command.  Montgomery – not 
content to have operational control of the U.S. 
First Army for the duration of the battle – had 
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written to Eisenhower on 29 December, 
demanding the appointment of a single ground 
force commander to oversee all Allied ground 
forces for the duration of the war. 

   It was an argument that had been going on 
since D-Day.  Eisenhower had had enough.  
He drafted a cable to General George 
Marshall, demanding that the Combined Chiefs 
of Staff make a decision: him or Montgomery.  
Ike’s chief of staff, “Beetle” Smith convinced 
Eisenhower to hold the cable until he (Smith) 
could talk to Montgomery’s chief of staff, Major 
General Francis “Freddie” de Guingand. 

   De Guingand flew to Eisenhower’s 
headquarters at Versailles.  He was quick to 
realize that if the issue came to a head, 
Eisenhower would win.  Even Churchill (at 
right) could not save Montgomery this time; 
Field Marshal Sir Harold Alexander, a favorite 
of the Americans, could easily replace 
Montgomery as commander of 21st Army 
Group.  He asked for time to appraise 
Montgomery of the consequences of his 
demands. 
   De Guingand returned to 21st Army Group 
headquarters and bluntly told Montgomery that 
he had gone too far.  The preponderance of 
American combat power in the theater would 
ensure that Eisenhower, not Montgomery, 
would win out in any confrontation over 
command.  Montgomery, never that sensitive 
to the feelings of others, was shocked to think 
that he was on the verge of being fired.  “What 
shall I do, Freddie?” he pleaded. 
   At de Guingand’s insistence, Monty hastened 
to compose a very contrite letter to Eisenhower 
that said, in part, that he was “very distressed 
that my letter may have upset you and I would 
ask you to tear it up.”  He went on: “Whatever 
your decision may be you can rely on me one 
hundred percent to make it work and I know 
Brad [Bradley] will do the same.”  He ended: 
“Your very devoted servant, Monty.”  
Eisenhower was mollified – at least to some 
extent. 

   Of course, with Montgomery, that was not the 
final word.  On 7 January, he held a press 
conference, intending to dispel any ill will 
between the British and Americans.  But his 
comments failed to do that: “As soon as I saw 
what was happening [the initial German 
attack], I took certain steps to ensure that if the 
Germans got to the Meuse they would certainly 
not get over that river.  And I carried out certain 
movements so as to provide balanced 
dispositions to meet the threatened danger.”  
The British press took Montgomery’s words to 
suggest that he had foreseen the December 
attack, and it was only his planning and skillful 
deployments that had saved the situation.  
Needless to say, American commanders were 
outraged. 
   It was up to Churchill to calm the waters in 
his own indomitable way.  In a speech to the 
House of Commons on 18 January, the Prime 
Minister declared: “I have seen it suggested 
that the terrific battle which has been 
proceeding since December 16 on the 
American front is an Anglo-American battle.  In 
fact, however, the United States troops have 
done almost all the fighting and have suffered 
most of the losses . . . We must not forget that 
it is to American homes that the telegrams of 
personal losses and anxiety have been going 
during the past month . . . Care must be taken 
not to claim for the British Army an undue 
share of what is undoubtedly the greatest 
American battle of the war, and will, I believe, 
be regarded as an ever-famous American 
victory.” 

--- Mike Huebner 
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Author’s Personal Note: 

The Battle of the Bulge has always been of 
special interest to me: my Father was there as 
part of the 3rd Armored Field Artillery Battalion 
of the 9th Armored Division.   

He was wounded on the second day of the 
battle, but could not be evacuated for several 
days during the hectic retreat.  He always 
remembered the feelings of terror and 
helplessness lying on a stretcher on the station 
platform in Thionville, France, as German 
planes bombed the railroad station.  He also 
recalled being on an Army hospital train 
passing through Paris on Christmas Day.   

After a short stay in a hospital in England, he 
returned to the States in early January on 
board a Liberty ship that was also returning a 
number of U.S. Army Air Force pilots and 
aircrew who had fulfilled their twenty-five 
missions.   

He remembered with gratitude how the airmen 
each “adopted” one of the wounded GIs for the 
duration of the voyage, helping them through 
the chow line or going through the line to get 
their meals for them. 
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WORLD WAR II: PACIFIC 
75 YEARS AGO: JANUARY 1945 

RETURN TO LUZON 

   Leyte had been a devastating defeat for 
Japan, with irreplaceable losses to its forces in 
the Philippines.  General Tomoyuki Yamashita 
now had little illusion that he could prevent any 
American invasion of Luzon – or that Luzon 
itself could be successfully defended.  The only 
viable strategy would be to fall back into the 
interior of the island with the bulk of his troops 
and “bog down” American forces in a “battle of 

attrition.”  As to Manila, Yamashita 
considered the city “indefensible” 
and made plans to evacuate its 
garrison. 

   Ironically, MacArthur’s plan for 
the invasion and conquest of Luzon 
was almost identical to the 
successful Japanese operation 
exactly three years earlier.  
Lieutenant General Walter 
Krueger’s Sixth Army would land 
on the northwest coast at Lingayen 
Gulf, with smaller, diversionary 
amphibious and airborne landings 
at other points on the island.  
MacArthur’s intelligence staff 
estimated Japanese strength on 
Luzon at about 150,000; in fact, 
Yamashita had more than 275,000 
troops.   
   Air support for the operation 
would come from Admiral William 
Halsey’s Third Fleet and from Fifth 
Air Force bases on Leyte and 
Mindoro.  A small island off the 
southern coast of Luzon, Mindoro 
had been occupied with only 
minimal opposition on 15 
December.  Army and Navy 
engineers had several crude 
airstrips operational within a week. 
But naval losses from kamikaze 
attacks during that operation were 
an ominous sign.  [Note: 
Kamikazes had first been used in 

significant numbers against U.S. Navy ships 
during the Leyte operation.] 

   The Luzon invasion task force, some 850 
vessels, departed Leyte Gulf on the 1st of 
January.  Sailing along the west coast of Luzon 
toward Lingayen Gulf, the convoys came under 
increasingly heavy kamikaze attacks.  A twin-
engine bomber crashed into the escort carrier 
Ommaney Bay on 4 January, killing 97 sailors 
(and so damaging the carrier that she had to 
be scuttled).  That afternoon, 16 other “suicide 
bombers” hit nine more vessels, including 
another escort carrier and two cruisers. 
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   The attacks continued on 6 January, as the 
task force entered Lingayen Gulf.  A kamikaze 
struck the bridge of the U.S.S. New Mexico, 
killing the ship’s captain as well as Lieutenant 
General Herbert Lumsden, the British Army’s 
liaison officer to General MacArthur’s 
headquarters.  Another plowed into Admiral 
Jesse Oldendorf’s flagship, the U.S.S. 
California.  Two cruisers, U.S.S. Louisville and 
U.S.S. Columbia, were heavily damaged.   

   Between 13 December (the start of the 
Mindoro operation) and 13 January, kamikaze 

attacks off Luzon 
sank twenty-four 
vessels, the 
largest of which 
was an escort 
carrier.  Another 
sixty-seven ships 
suffered some 
damage, including 
four battleships, 
six cruisers, six 
escort carriers, 
twenty destroyers, 
and thirty-one 
other types of 
transports and 
landing craft.  
Approximately 
1,500 sailors and 
merchant seamen 
were killed and 
another 2,000 
wounded.  It was 
a sobering 
preview of what 
might be expected 
in the future.  But 
by 13 January, 
Japanese 
airpower on Luzon 
was almost 
nonexistent – 
destroyed on the 
ground, shot 
down, or 
expended in 
suicide attacks. 

   Offshore naval bombardment of the Lingayen 
beachheads commenced on the morning of 9 
January.  Filipino guerrillas had gotten a 
message to the fleet: “There will be no – repeat 
no – opposition on the beaches.”  They were 
right.  By 9:30 a.m., the 68,000 assault troops 
of Krueger’s Sixth Army began landing – 
unopposed.  Filipinos greeted them on the 
beaches, waving American flags that had been 
hidden for three long years. 
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Over the next few days, the assault forces 
expanded the beachhead more than twenty 
miles, an advance that “far exceeded the 
wildest dreams of those who had planned the 
operation.”  Four divisions – the 37th and 40th 
on the right, the 6th and 25th on the left – 
advanced into the central Luzon plain against 
negligible resistance.   

   By 17 January, though, 25th Division units on 
the left flank began meeting strong resistance 
and counterattacks from the high ground to the 
east.  Krueger was concerned that large 
Japanese forces on his flank might delay his 
advance, perhaps even sweep around his flank 
to disrupt the logistics operations at the 
Lingayen beachhead.  Another division (the 
43rd) along with a regimental combat team 
were deployed to strengthen the left flank. 

   MacArthur, meanwhile, was urging Krueger 
to speed up the advance toward Manila, 
suggesting that the appearance of Japanese 
forces in the central mountains meant that 
Manila might be lightly defended.  MacArthur 
also wanted Clark Field captured as quickly as 
possible.  The all-weather facilities at Clark, the 
former American airbase complex northwest of 
Manila, were going to be essential, not only to 
support on-going operations on Luzon, but for 
the planned invasions of Iwo Jima and 
Okinawa in the near future. 

   Despite continuing concerns over his 
exposed left flank, Krueger complied with 
MacArthur’s demands, ordering the 37th and 
40th Divisions, who were still facing relatively 
light resistance, to advance toward Clark Field 
and Manila as rapidly as possible.  On 23 
January, though, they ran into a strong 
defensive position, manned by some 30,000 
troops that Yamashita had deployed to deny 
Clark Field to the Americans.  It took a week of 
heavy combat and heavy casualties to capture 
Clark Field and nearby Fort Stotsenburg.   

   But MacArthur was almost obsessed with 
capturing Manila.  While Krueger’s forces 
continued on toward the capital, MacArthur 
ordered 40,000 troops of the U.S. XI Corps to 
conduct an amphibious landing on Luzon’s 
west coast on 29 January.  Their objective was 
to seal off the approaches to the Bataan 
Peninsula to keep Yamashita from establishing 
defensive positions there (as MacArthur had 
done in 1942).  The landings were unopposed, 
but within days the troops had run into strong 
resistance in the foothills of the Zambales 
Mountains.    

   A secondary operation was launched on 31 
January.  Elements of the 11th Airborne 
Division, part of Lieutenant General Robert 
Eichelberger’s Eighth Army, then wrapping up 
operations on Leyte, was put ashore at 
Nasugbu Bay, just 55 miles south of Manila.  
Their orders were to “race” up the road towards 
Manila, disregarding, as much as possible, any 
Japanese resistance.  Three days later, the 
511th Parachute Infantry Regiment jumped into 
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Tagaytay Ridge to link up with the rest of the 
11th Airborne.  By 4 February, they had 
reached Manila’s southern outskirts, about the 
same time as Krueger’s forces were 
approaching the northern suburbs.  

   Just two days earlier, U.S. Rangers, 
accompanied by Filipino guerrillas, had 
liberated a POW camp near San Jose, freeing 
more than 500 starving survivors of the 
“Bataan Death March.”  Knowing that 
thousands of Allied POWs and civilian 
internees were languishing in prison camps in 
and around Manila, MacArthur ordered Major 
General Vernon Mudge, commander of the 1st 
Cavalry Division, which had just arrived from 
Leyte, to send two “flying columns” into the 
heart of Manila to rescue the prisoners at 
Santo Tomas. 

   By-passing Japanese positions and racing 
across bridges before they could be blown, the 
1st Cavalry troopers swept into Santo Tomas at 
dusk 3 February, liberating most of the 
internees.  But Japanese guards took some 
200 of the prisoners as hostages in part of the 

prison; it took two more 
days of tense 
negotiations to resolve 
the standoff and 
complete the rescue. 

   [Note:  Sixty-five U.S. 
Army nurses who had 
been captured on 
Bataan and Corregidor 
in 1942 were among the 
liberated prisoners at 
Santo Tomas.  (Left) 
Throughout their 
captivity, these “angels 
of mercy” provided 
medical care for their 
fellow military prisoners 
and civilian internees, 
often at their own peril.  
In early February, 
eleven U.S. Navy 
nurses were rescued 
from the Los Banos 

internment camp.  Incredibly, all the nurses 
survived their unbelievably harsh captivity.]   

 Yamashita had ordered all troops out of 
Manila, in effect, declaring Manila an “open 
city.”  But Rear Admiral Sanji Iwabuchi of the 
Navy, only nominally under Yamashita’s 
orders, refused to comply with the orders to 
evacuate.  Commanding some 16,000 Naval 
Infantry troops (roughly equivalent to U.S. 
Marines) and another 4,000 soldiers trapped in 
Manila by the American advance, Iwabuchi 
issued his own orders to destroy the port 
facilities and everything of military significance, 
demolish the municipal water supplies and 
electrical power systems, and blow all the 
bridges. 

   Iwabuchi’s irrational decision to “fight to the 
death” in Manila doomed the city and its 
inhabitants to the horrors and destruction of 
urban warfare.  The U.S. Army would be forced 
to retake Manila, the “Pearl of the Orient,” 
block by block, street by street.    

--- Mike Huebner 
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CHUCK’S WARS 
 
 

Chuck, with common thread, 
too late we met. 

Our link to friendship: 
poetry. 

With depth of your words, 
the personal turmoil of your wars, 

you presented to us, your friends, your readers, . 
heart rendering combat panoramas. 

Recollections still vivid in heart, 
offered to this audience, 

your battlefields, 
your torment of war, 
perhaps subliminally, 

your fears. 
With eloquently chosen words in rhyme, 

our hearts could be opened, 
comprehending 

your factually wrapped recollections. 
We read your words, attempt feeling the sense of pain, 

sympathetic to your recorded encounters. 
Experiences offered in your profound poetic fashion, 

you have given, to we who would observe, 
a most sensuous portrait of war. 

By your unabashed recorded memories. 
our lives have been touched by you Chuck. 

You have expressed these lessons profoundly 
by your unparalleled verbal sketches. 
I, who am locally thought to be a poet, 
express to you, who are in fact, a poet, 

my admiration of the open, explicit 
recorded experiences given by you, 

ascribed in proper rhymed poetic form. 
Thank you for granting us into your world, Chuck. 

You have left us with your recorded visions, 
etched in minds and hearts 
Chuck, Our Scribe lives on. 

 
       --- jo compton. 12/09/2019 
 
Editor:  Please see the January 2019 issue of The Eagle, available in the Residents Portal of 
armyresidence.com, for an article about Chuck Stout’s World War II Battle of the Bulge experiences, 
published in the San Antonio Express-News, 22 December 2018.  The author was Senior Reporter 
Sig Christenson. 
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